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Jesusisthe stronger one. Prophet Jim Smith
I ntroduction

As some of my friends will know, | am a keen football supporter. | have
noticed that many Africans are aso keen football supporters as well.
Recently, | was woken up in my hotel by a group of passionate Hearts of
Oak supporters, who shouted a me that they were going to beat
“Fabulous’ that day. No sooner had they gone than a great crowd of
Fabulous supporters came past, telling me that they were going to beat
Hearts of Oak! It seems that football is an international faith!!

During the winter months in England, we have a very important football
competition, and my team was to play another very strong team at their
ground. Before the match, their supporters were chanting, “We're going
to beat you!” Among the thousands of my team supporters there was a
strong feeling that they might - they were a very strong team. But 90
minutes later, we were singing after a brilliant victory. We were the
stronger ones!

In the world of religious faith, there are many different groups, all of
whom are claiming to be the right and only way to God. Islam.
Buddhism, Hinduism, Fettish and many others are al shouting very
loudly at us, and it is so easy to be worn down by their claims, especially
when they seem to have so much influence and so much power. At times
like this, Christians need to take hold of one powerful truth —Jesusisthe
stronger onel

But it’s not enough just to shout it. We have to know, from the Bible,
why this is true. Then we will have the confidence to stand firm in the
face of opposition and persecution, and be able to help those who do not
yet believe to find Jesus for themselves. | believe that the Christians in
Ghana are in for atough time in the coming decades. We need to begin to



prepare ourselves now. Understanding that Jesus is the stronger one is the
beginning of preparation.

In each of the sections that follows, | have included 2 different levels of
teaching:-

“Teaching.” This is material which every Christian can understand, and
which will encourage and build faith.

“Going deeper.” This is the deeper theological level. Anyone can read
this, but it is quite technical. Thisis deliberate, so that those who want to
go further and deeper can have materia which can help them on their
way.

Why do we need such teaching now?

Throughout the history of Christianity, the enemy has tried to destroy us.
The Bible clearly describes his plan:-

“And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And | saw a beast coming
out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his
horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. The beast | saw resembled
aleopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of alion.
The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.
One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the
fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and
followed the beast. Men worshipped the dragon because he had given
authority to the beast, and they also worshipped the beast and asked,
“Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?’ The beast was
given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his
authority for forty-two months. He opened his mouth to blaspheme God,
and to slander his name and his dwelling-place and those who live in
heaven. He was given power to make war against the saints and to
conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people,
language and nation. All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—
all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the
Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. He who has an ear,
let him hear.” (Rev 13: 1-9)

His plan is to be God, and the first step of this plan is to destroy the
people of God. Occasionally, when the spiritua climate has allowed it,
the enemy has tried to make this happen. Shadrach, Meschack and
Abednego faced such a moment. The enemy saw his opportunity:-



“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine
feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.
He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers,
judges, magistrates and all the other provincia officials to come to the
dedication of the image he had set up. So the satraps, prefects, governors,
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincid
officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. Then the herald
loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples,
nations and men of every language: As soon as you hear the sound of the
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall
down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set
up. Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown
into a blazing furnace.”” (Daniel 3:1-6)

But God’'s people would not be intimidated. They knew that power
belonged to God:-

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this
matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is
able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But
even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”” (Daniel 3: 16-
18)

And they were victorioust When thrown into the furnace,
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished to see not three but four people in the
fire! This convinced him that the God of Israel was a God of power.

The enemy triesagain

But the enemy never gives up. Losing to Shadrach merely made him
more determined to try again. He looks for moments of weakness, and
when he finds them, he attacks again. | believe that such atimeis coming
on us in Africa, because of what is happening in the Western world. In
the West, two things are happening at the same time. First, faith is
growing cold. The Churches are not full of the power of the Spirit, and
faith is at alow ebb. Much of the population has, or is turning away from
God, and is looking for other ways to fill their spiritual needs. Second,
Islam is growing. Look at these figures:



France: Population 59.8 million. Muslims 5.98 million - 10% of the
popul ation.
Germany: Population 82.6 million. Muslims 3.06 million - 3.7 % of the
popul ation.
U.K. Population 59.2 million. Muslims 1.48 million - 2.5% of the
popul ation.
Holland; Population 16.2 million. Muslims 0.87 million - 5.4% of the
population
Italy: Population 57.2 million. Muslims 1.37 million - 2.4% of the
popul ation.

| picked these quotes from the internet:- “The Christian faith appears to
be fairly stable, in the light of the whole world population. In 1970,
33.7% of the world were Christians, and in 1996, 33.9% The annua
growth rate appears to be about 2.3%. Islam is growing faster — 2.9% |If
this carries on, then Islam will overtake Christianity in the not too distant
future.” (U.S. Centre for Worlds Mission)

“The percentage of Christians in the world peaked at about 30 % in the
1980s, levelled off, is now declining, and will probably approximate to
about 25% of the world® population by 2025. As a result of their
extremely high rates of population growth, the proportion of Muslims in
the world will continue to increase dramatically, amounting to 20 percent
of the world® population about the turn of the century, surpassing the
number of Christians some years later, and probably accounting for about
30 percent of the world® population by 2025.” (Author Samuel
Huntington)

Of course figures can be wrong, and they are not so easy to collect, but
looking at different sets of figures, the trend is clear — Muslims are on the
iNncrease.

For your interest, one Islamic site has given figures for the Muslim
population in Africa. It is certainly not unbiased, but its figures make
interesting reading, and taken alongside all the other studies and statistics,
which are more reliable, they sound the same warning.

Ghana— Muslim population 5,309,481. ( 30% of population)
Nigeria— Muslim population 77,934,367. (75% of population)
Benin — Mudlim population 856,429. ( 15% of population)
Burkina— Muslim population 1,205,786. ( 50% of population)
Cote D’ lvoire — Muslim popul ation 8,857,467.( 60% of population)
Togo — Muslim population 2, 513, 792. ( 55% of population)



Cold hearts

The growth of the Muslim population in the West has brought great
spiritual pressure on the Western Church, which is badly prepared to face
it. Many western Churches are:

Comfortable with what they have, and are not aware of this great
spiritua pressure.

Happy to encourage relationships with Muslims, not for conversion, but
for compromise.

L eader s have been worshipping with Muslims, and telling their members
that thisisthe way ahead.

As the Muslim presence grows, so the spiritua pressure will grow. The
statue of Nebuchadnezzar is rising again in the West. The enemy sees the
carelessness of God' s people, the laziness, the coldness, the hardness and
the blindness. Seeing an opportunity, heis building the statue as fast as he
can.

Why should this bother Africa?

Why should this matter to Africa? To understand this, we have to take a
wider and deeper look at what is happening in the heavenly places. This
istheword | have been sharing about Africafor many years:.-

“God has raised abanner over Africa
A banner of love, of freedom, of service.

“In this continent” says the Lord,

“1 will show my power.

From here ariver will beginto flow,

to the North, the South, the East and the West.

A river of cleansing for my broken and dying world.

Nations of the world will be blessed.

But first my people must be cleansed, be filled with new power,
with new fire.

The leaders of the Nations must be cleansed,
and become the servants of the people they lead.



The leaders of the Churches must be cleansed,
and given the servant heart, the shepherd heart to feed
and lead my people.

My people must be cleansed, and in confessing,
| will fill the Churches with anew fire, as has never been seen before.

Then the river will begin to flow.
| will send hundreds, thousands out from this Continent to bless, to hed,
to intercede for my broken world.

Come now to my cross.”

The Lord clearly has a plan for Africa, and it is simple one. Africa must,
in the coming decades, take on the leadership of the Christian world. The
West is sinking lower and lower spiritually, and the statue is rising. |
don’t see any hope of this situation being reversed. The West is clearly
under the judgment of God, and there is little we can do about it. So the
Lord is looking for a Continent to assume the leadership role, and Africa
is his chosen servant. (I have written more about this in my book “Africa
—my suffering servant.”)

It is already beginning. In America, the Episcopal Church has appointed,
as a bishop, a man who is a practicing homosexual. He rejoices in his
sexua relationship with another man, who shares his bed, and will go on
doing so even though he is a bishop. The English Church has, as usual,
failed to give aclear lead against this situation, but one Nation has spoken
out actively and positively against this totally unbiblical position - the
Anglican Church of Nigeria. Already, Africa is beginning to show the
way. Thiswill increase.

But here is the problem. The enemy knows this as well, and he knows he
must destroy the Church in Africa, before it can take on this leadership
position. So the statue will turn its eyes to Africa, where thereis already a
large Muslim presence for his use.

Plant the seed!

How can we act, in the face of coming pressure and persecution? We
have to plant a seed, so that when we need it, the seed has produced
strong fruit, which will see us through to victory. This seed has to be
planted in the heart and life of every Christian, every pastor, every leader,



and every Church. It must be planted now - thereis no timeto lose. The
name of that seed — Jesusisthe stronger one.

This seed needs to be planted in us NOW, so that it can grow in the years
to come. Then, when persecutions come, as they surely will, the Church
will already have, growing in its heart, the message it will most need —
Jesus is the stronger one..

But we have to begin to plant it now. We, the current member and |eaders
of the Church have to begin to receive this seed into our own lives, and
plant it in others. We must begin now, so that the seed is growing
strongly when it is most needed. When will that be? Not tomorrow or
next year, but in the foreseeable future. Maybe in 20 years, those who live
in the Church will need to draw strength from this seed. If men and
women are going to say “but even if he does not, we will not bow down”
we must begin now.

S0 let’s turn to the Bible, to try and understand how Jesus is the stronger
one.

1. Jesusis stronger than the demons

“Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the
Sabbath began to teach the people. They were amazed at his teaching,
because his message had authority. In the synagogue there was a man
possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice,
“Hal What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One of God!” “Be quiet!”
Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the man
down before them all and came out without injuring him. All the people
were amazed and said to each other, “What is this teaching? With
authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!”
And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.” (Luke
4: 31-37)

TEACHING

If the enemy intended to use this opportunity to show his strength, he
failed spectacularly. If he intended to use it to show who was the stronger
one, he succeeded beyond his wildest dreams! For this story, at the very
beginning of the ministry of Jesus, shows who has the strength in the
world of the demonic. The demon confessed the truth “have you come



here to destroy us?’ The answer is smple — “yes’, and notice that the
demon could do nothing about it. Jesus is the stronger one.

Other faiths struggle with this issue. They deny the existence of the
demonic, or they try to keep the demons happy by rituals. The Christian
faith doesn’t bother with any alternative religious viewpoint. Jesus is the
stronger one, and because we are his children, by His strength we destroy
every demon. Alleluial

GOING DEEPER

There are two key theological principles here, which we must keep in
mind.

1. It'snot a battle of 2 Kingdoms.

Sometimes, Christians let their thinking become unbiblical. They believe
that the spiritual world is divided into two kingdoms, with equal value
and strength. This thinking belongs to other faiths, but not the Christian
faith. For us, God is supreme, reigning over his created order. These
verses show histotal rule over al he has created:-

“l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land
of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:2-3)

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.”” (Matthew 28:18)

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil 2:
9-11)

“But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had
performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had
deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshipped his
image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning
sulphur. The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on
their flesh.” (Rev 19:20-21)

2. Satan has no power, except that which God allows him.



“One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and
Satan also came with them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you
come from?’ Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming through the earth
and going to and fro in it.” Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job? There is no-one on earth like him; he is
blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” “Does Job
fear God for nothing?’ Satan replied. “Have you not put a hedge around
him and his household and everything he has? Y ou have blessed the work
of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.
But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely
curse you to your face.” The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then,
everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a
finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.” (Job 1.7-
12).

This is not an easy principle to grasp, but it is a key thought which helps
us understand how the spiritual realm works. Jesus is King, and we are in
His Kingdom. For reasons often best known to himself, God allows Satan
certain restricted areas of activity. Within that permission, however, not
only does the power of the Bible break him, (Matthew 4:1-11)) but God
uses the pressures and manipulations of the enemy in such a way that
they strengthen us. (1 Cor 10:13. Note carefully that the Bible does not
say God sends temptation, but that he is in it with us, and provides the
way to overcome and be victorious.) By allowing the enemy this limited
power, God alows opportunity after opportunity for his defeat. The result
of thisisthat God’s people know that Jesus is the stronger one.

To sum this piece of theology up — it appears that God allows the enemy
a certain area of activity for one purpose — to demonstrate to God's
people the strength they have to defeat him again and again. Each defeat
makes us stronger to defeat him again. Some people tell me that theology
isawaste of time, and that we only need action by the power of the Holy
Spirit. | like action too, but | aso like to know that | am fighting a
defeated foe, and that by the power of the death and resurrection of Jesus,
| can be victorious, my family can be victorious, my business can be
victorious, my marriage can be victorious and my Nation can be
victorious. It is the theology of the “one Kingdom” which is the rock on
which | can be victorious. Thank God for good theology, and dig deeper
yourself.

2.Jesusis stronger than sickness



“When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had
various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed
them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are
the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not alow them to
speak, because they knew he was the Christ.” ( Luke 4: 40-41)

TEACHING
The Bibleis quite clear on the issue of sickness:-

“If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is
right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep al his
decrees, | will not bring on you any of the diseases | brought on the
Egyptians, for | am the Lord, who heals you.” (Exodus 15:26)

“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness
among the people.” (Matthew 4:23)

TEACHING

Jesus could and did heal every kind of sickness. 50% of the first 10
chapters of Mark’s Gospel are healing miracles. In Africa, most of God's
people expect God to heal, and have testimonies of healing. Recently,
while in Kumasi, the chair | was sitting on broke, and | fell on the floor. |
knew my elbow was badly damaged, so | immediately asked the
Christians to pray for my healing. Immediately, the pain left me, and |
swung my arm round and round, to testify to the complete healing | had
received. Thisisnormal!

The power of Jesus to heal is as strong today as it was two thousand years
ago. Jesus ordained a certain order in our bodies - the creation order.
When these bodies get out of line, he is able to heal. Sickness must bow
down to the stronger one. Other religions seem to have great difficulty in
healing!! That is because they are not serving the stronger one. Isam
believes that sickness is the will of Allah, and so there is no point in
asking for healing. Some faiths believe that sickness has to be endured, as
it is part of the process by which we are changed, and eventually escape
thislife.

But their problem is not what they believe, but who they believe. We

believe in Jesus, who loves us, has the power to hea us, wants to heal us
and does heal us. We believe that heis the stronger one.
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Going deeper.
Let’stake alook at Isaiah 53:3-4. Thisisthe trandation we are used to:

“He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and
carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by
him, and afflicted.” (NIV)

But this trandation could be clearer. Let's look at these verses trand ated
alittle more directly from the Hebrew:-

“He was despised and rgjected by men, a man of sorrows and humiliated
by sickness. He was like one before whom men hide their faces, despised,
and we esteemed him not. Yet ours was the sickness that he carried and
ours was the pain he bore.”

Here we see much more clearly that the suffering servant took on himself
ALL our sicknesses and illnesses in his suffering. The Septuagint
trandation ( a Greek trandation of the Hebrew, dating from before the
birth of Jesus) picks up the same thought:-

“But hisform was ignoble, and inferior to that of the children of men; [he
was|] a man in suffering, and acquainted with the bearing of sickness, for
hisface isturned from [us]: he was dishonoured, and not esteemed.

He bears our sins, and is pained for us. yet we accounted him to be in
trouble, and in suffering, and in affliction.”

The servant bore al the pain, the suffering, the sickness, the sorrow and
the sin of humanity. We see in this figure in Isaiah a hint of what would
happen in the life and death of Jesus. In his life he demonstrated
something of that power by his victory over sickness. By his death and
resurrection, he claimed it for himself.

But did he keep this power to himself, but gives the haling power to
those who follow him:-

“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been

doing. He will do even greater things than these, because | am going to
the Father.” (John 14:12)
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Theologicaly, it is quite clear that the power to heal is both biblical, and
part of the experience of the Church from earliest times. As Peter said:-

“By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was
made strong. It is Jesus name and the faith that comes through him that
has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.” (Acts 3:16)

Put this another way — Jesusis the stronger one!!
3. Jesusisstronger than Nature

“That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to
the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he
was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious squall
came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly
swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples
woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?’ He
got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then
the wind died down and it was completely calm. He said to his disciples,
“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were terrified
and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey
him!”” (Mark 4:35-39)

TEACHING

This was a very dangerous storm. Inside it were two powerful demonic
forces — the spirit of fear and the spirit of death. The disciples were in the
boat with the most powerful person in the universe, yet they could not
resist the attack of the spirit of fear — “Teacher, don’'t you care if we
drown?’ The spirit of death was in the storm, determined, if possible, to
end the ministry of Jesus, and prove that the kingdom of darkness was a
separate kingdom, and could act in any way it chose.

What happened? Again, Jesus demonstrated that he was the stronger one.
He stood up, and commanded the storm to cease. As usual, when faced
with the truth, the enemy had to back down. Immediately there was a

great calm. The natural elements had met their master!

In Islam, we find the doctrine of irja. This translates as “it is the will of
Allah.” So any great natural disaster isthe will of Allah. Thereis nothing
that can be done about it. Perhaps Islam reacts in this way because it
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doesn’'t have the power over natural forces. We believe that Jesusis Lord
of natural events, and that by his power he can control them. We believe
that Jesus is the stronger one over nature.

Last year, | held an international Conference in Kumasi, Ghana. On the
Wednesday night, the ministry was to be on the local radio, and al the
equipment was Set up to broadcast the ministry. But then the sky began to
grow very dark, and | knew a large storm was coming. | also knew that
this storm would disrupt our communications, and prevent the broadcast.
So | said to the intercessor — “Pray this storm away!” Thirty minutes
later, the sky grew lighter, and there was no storm. This is what we
expect, because we are serving the stronger one.

Going deeper

There has been alot of discussion about the command of Jesus - “Quiet!
Be still.” Some writers see in this event no more than a storm, and deny
any demonic involvement. But there is much more going on here, as the
Greek words teach us. We are dealing with two Greek words. Let’s ook
at them:

(epitimao) which means “To rebuke.”
) (phimoo) which means*“To muzzle.”

What the Bible says is this.- “He (Jesus) got up, rebuked ( -
from epitimesen — to rebuke the wind and the waves. “Be slent!”
( — from phimao, to be muzzled).

These are very strong words, and suggest that what we have in this story
IS much more than just a stormy sea. But are we justified in using them to
see demonic activity in the storm? To answer this, we have to look at
Mark 1:25, where these same words are also found. This is the story of
the demonic man in the synagogue, and in verse 25 we read:-

"Bequiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!"

Using the Greek words, we read this:-

“And Jesus rebuked ( from epitimao -to rebuke) him and
said “Be quiet ( — from phimoo — to muzzle) and come out of
him.”
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We can see that Jesus uses the same words to the storm that he usesto the
demonic in Mark 1, which is clearly an encounter with evil. As the same
words are used in Mark 4, we are perfectly entitled to see in that story
strong demonic involvement. The conclusion theologically is this — Jesus
isthe stronger one!

4. Jesusisstronger than sin

“A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard
that he had come home. So many gathered that there was no room |eft,
not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men
came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they
could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in
the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the
paralysed man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some teachers of the law
were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like
that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God aone?
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these
things? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,”
or to say, “Get up, take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins....” He said to the
paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up,
took his mat and walked out in full view of them al. This amazed
everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything
likethis!”” (Mark 2:1-12)

TEACHING

Guilt, shame, sorrow, regret — these are experiences of the human spirit,
and it is hard to live with them. What medicine can we take? What
surgery can we ask for to repair the damage of sin in our lives? We have
to live with it, we have to die with it, and we have to pay an eternal
consequence for it - separation from our Creator for ever. Once we have
damaged our soul by sin, there is no way we can ever pay the price for
cleansing. The Bible says:-

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have
hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” (Isa59:2)

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
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Y et here is the wonder and joy for the Christian - “My son, your sins are
forgiven.” Jesus has the power to forgive our sins. Just as he could restore
the body of this man, so he can, and has, wiped away the burden and
shame of our sinfulness, restoring us to the Father's arms. The Bible
makes this so beautifully clear:-

“let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22)

So we are free! Free to stand upright and praise God, (Luke 13:13)

to walk and jump and praise God, (Acts 3:8) and to follow.(Mark 10:52)
What's more, we are free to enjoy this now, today, here in thislife. When
| study other faiths, | find that they are unable to match this claim. The
Muslims are hoping that their good deeds will balance their bad deeds,
and that Allah will forgive them. The Hindu followers are hoping that
their many reincarnations will eventually destroy their sinfulness. But
Jesus forgives! Alleluia. Jesusisthe stronger one.

Going deeper.

Can any faith bring genuine freedom and deliverance from sin? Can the
followers of any faith know forgiveness, cleansing or setting free?

The Muslims can only hope that their good deeds will outweigh their bad
deeds. The Quran states:- “On that day, all shall be weighed with justice.
Those whose scales are heavy will triumph, but those whose scales are
light shall lose their souls because they have denied our revelations.”
(Sura7: 8-9)

This is the reason for the ritua of water washing, - the constant need be
cleansed. But as we know, outer ritual cannot cleanse the spirit. (Mark
7:20) Muslim people may yearn for forgiveness, and the Quran speaks of
it, but when they stand for judgment, it is a question of good deeds
outweighing bad deeds. So they live lives fully aware of sin, with only
the unsubstantial hope that all will be well.

The Hindu faith knows of no forgiveness. Hindu people believe that when
they die, they are reincarnated into another body. If they have been good
enough in this life, then they are reincarnated to a better person. If they
have been evil, they are reincarnated to a worse life. Their hope is that
they will eventually reach Nirvana, an area of “nothingness,” where they
are absorbed into the great unknown. So they live lives aware of sin,
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knowing no release or forgiveness. New Age teaching, which is very
prevaent in the West, adopts this Hindu view. Followers have to work
off their sinfulness — their “karma.” This current lifeisjust a chance to be
good, and get rid of some of the sinfulness, in the hope of better thingsin
alater reincarnation.

Modern day heresies, the Jehovah's witnesses and the Mormons for
example, teach that salvation is works based, so offer no theological
solution to our sinfulness. The Fetish, the Voodoo, and the Ju Ju use
objects, spells, incantations and sacrifice to try and appease those spirits
that have been offended by “badness”. But these rituals bring little lasting
relief, and employing them can be very costly, both financially and
emotionaly.

For the Christian, the path is totally different. The Bible states clearly
what we all know to the truth - that we are all simmers, separated from
God, with no chance of putting things right by our good deeds:-

“lI do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but
what | hate | do.” (Romans 7:15)

This position is one which all people can recognise, and it stands every
psychological and theological test. It's how we know we are. From this
honest and totally realistic position, the Bible take us on along this path:-

1. Our sins separate us from God. ( Isaiah 59:2)

2. God has made a cleansing possible. ( Hebrews 9: 7;12;14)

3. Jesus accepts to be the one to cleanse from sin. (John 1:29:
Mark 14-15: Phil 2: 5-11)

4. Itisdone! ( Hebrews 9:14)

5. Forgivenessis ours, now and for ever. (1 John 1:8-9)

Jesusis stronger over the curses
TEACHING

Curses are something we have a wide experience of in Africa. Who can
break them?

1. The power of God in the old testament
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“Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites,
and Moab was terrified because there were so many people. Indeed,
Moab was filled with dread because of the Israelites. The Moabites said
to the elders of Midian, “This horde is going to lick up everything around
us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field.” So Balak son of Zippor, who
was king of Moab at that time, sent messengers to summon Balaam son
of Beor, who was at Pethor, near the River, in his native land. Balak said:
"A people has come out of Egypt; they cover the face of the land and
have settled next to me. Now come and put a curse on these people,
because they are too powerful for me. Perhaps then | will be able to
defeat them and drive them out of the country. For | know that those you
bless are blessed, and those you curse are cursed.” (Numbers 22:2-6)

Cursing is part of a spirit of control. The one who sends a curse wants to
influence and control the life of the one being cursed. That is what Balak
was trying to do. Fearing Israel, he wanted to control their destiny. But
cursing is also about power, as Balak was soon to discover to his cost:

“The Lord put a message in Balaam’'s mouth and said, “ Go back to Balak
and give him this message.” So he went back to him and found him
standing beside his offering, with all the princes of Moab. Then Balaam
uttered his oracle: “Balak brought me from Aram, the king of Moab from
the eastern mountains. ‘Come,” he said, ‘curse Jacob for me; come,
denounce Israel.” How can | curse those whom God has not cursed? How
can | denounce those whom the LORD has not denounced?’ (Num 23:5-
8)

God refused to allow Balak to curse, because God has the power over all
curses. We find exactly the same message in the New Testament:-

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for
us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree He
redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the
promise of the Spirit.” (Galatians 3:13-14)

Jesus has the victory over every curse, and we, his people, can livein that
freedom. This freedom belongs to those who follow one man — Jesus, the
stronger one.

Going Deeper.
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In order to be freed from the curse, we had to be redeemed. Thisisavery
interesting Greek word - (exagorazo). Thisword means “to be
bought back by the payment of a price, to be recovered from the power of
another, to ransom, to buy off, to buy for one's own use, to rescue from
loss

It gives a powerful glimpse into how Jesus broke the power of curses
over us. He had to “redeem us’ (Exodus 6:6), he had to “ransom us’ ( Mk
10:45), he had to “buy us back (Hosea chapter 2), by the payment of a
price (1 Peter 1:18), he had to free us from bondage (Hebrews 2:14-15),
he had to settle the account. ( Hebrews 9:12). Thisis the totality of the
meaning of breaking the curse. He did all this not for his own gain, but so
that we could be free to serve him:-

“But you are a chosen people, aroyal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

Jesusisstronger than death

“Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing
Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little
daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will
be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and
pressed around him.

While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus,
the synagogue ruler. “Y our daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the
teacher any more?’ Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue
ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” He did not let anyone follow him
except Peter, James and John the brother of James. When they came to
the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people
crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this
commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” But they
laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and
mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child
was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which
means, "Little girl, | say to you, get up!"). Immediately the girl stood up
and waked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were
completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about
this, and told them to give her something to eat.” (Mark 5:22-42)

There are anumber of resurrection stories in the Gospels
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The widow of Nain. (Luke 7:11-16)
The raising of the daughter of Jairus. (Mark 5:35-43
Lazarus. (John 11: 38-44)

Each of these people were dead:-

“A dead person was being carried out.” ((Luke 7:12)
“Your daughter isdead.” (Mark 5:35)
“He told them plainly ‘Lazarusis dead.” (John 11:14)

However hard people from other Faiths might try to challenge this, the
Greek words leave no room for misunderstanding. Those involved — the
son, the child, the man —were dead.

In each case, this seemed to present no problem to Jesus.

At Nain, “Young man, | say to you “Get up!”
To the daughter of Jairus "Talitha koum!"
To Lazarus —“Lazarus, come out!”

(The words used at Nain and in the house of Jairus means “To arouse
from the sleep of death, to call the dead to life.”)

The enemy wants to appear strong, and by trying to appear stronger than
death, he tries to exalt himself. But Jesus is the stronger one! He has the
power over death. Winning this power was a spiritua victory, as the
writer to the Hebrews makes plain:-

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity
so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—
that is, the devil—and free those who al their lives were held in davery
by their fear of death.” (Hebrews 2:14-15)

Going deeper

Theologically, death came into the world by sin (Genesis 43:19). God did
not create with the purpose of destroying. Even though death has come to
the created order, God maintained control over death. (Psalm 16:10) The
enemy wanted to have the power over death, (Revelation 13:15) but this
power was broken at Calvary. (Hebrews 2:14-15)
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Elijah gives us the first powerful hint that God has the power over
death.(2 Kings 2:11), athough Isaiah (26:19) hints at it, and so does Job.
But we had to wait until Jesus came for that total demonstration, first in
the stories of Nain, Jairus and Lazarus, and then at the resurrection of
Jesus. The Apostle Paul drives the message home:- “Thanks be to God.
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” ( 1 Corinthians
15: 57)

It's important to believe that Jesus has this power, and it is vital that this
claim stands on theologica ground, not on our own personal feelings or
hopes, strong though they may be. Let’s take this alittle further:-

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his
spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top
to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and
the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They
came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the
holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those
with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of
God!”” (Matt 27:51-54)

Here is some very important theology concerning the death of Jesus -
and take care to note that this event happened before we became aware of
the resurrection of Jesus some days later.

1. The breaking of sin is reveaed, by the tearing in two of the Temple
curtain — the curtain of separation between a holy God and a sinful
creation. The death of Jesus has destroyed the power of sin over us.

2. Hislordship over creation is revealed. The shaking of the earth and the
splitting of the rocks shows their recognition of the power of his death.
(Psalm 68:7-8. Nehemiah 9:15)

3. His total victory over death is revealed. Holy men, whose bodies had
decayed, were raised to life, and were seen and recognised in the city.
They were not resuscitated rotting corpses, but forerunners of the total
victory of Jesus.

4. These stories are just the heralds of the dawn, the first taste of the total
victory which was waiting to be reveded:-
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“After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a
violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and,
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was
like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so
afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The angel said
to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his
disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him.” Now | have told you.” (Matthew 28: 1-
7)

There have been endless attacks on the resurrection of Jesus, not least
from the Ilamic world, who go to great lengths to explain away this
event. They naturally would, because it displays the total victory of Jesus.
| have often discussed the resurrection with doubters, and | have asked
them to make a choice about Jesus:-

1. Was he aliar? After all he claimed that he would rise from the dead. If
it was all pretence or trickery, then he lied to us. Most thinking people
will not consider Jesus aliar.

2. Was he a lunatic? Is all the resurrection material just an act by a
demented man, who claimed that he would rise again, and then alowed
his followers to continue the fiction, by a collection of false stories. But
when we read the accounts of Jesus in the Bible, and even those in the
Quran, he appears as a very rational and cam man. He never spoke
without considering the effects of his words, and used his miraculous
powers vary sparingly. These are not the signs of alunatic.

]
3. Was he exactly what he said he was — God.

Jesusis Stronger than hell

“For Christ died for sins once for al, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the
Spirit, through whom aso he went and preached to the spirits in prison

who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah
while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were
saved through water, and this water symbolises baptism that now saves
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you also— not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good
conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels,
authorities and powers in submission to him.” (1 Peter 3:18-22)

TEACHING

Satan is a liar. He lied to us about his power over life, and he lied to us
about his power over death. Jesus wanted to make sure we all knew he
was aliar, so we believe, based on this passage from Peter, that Satan was
unable to keep Jesus away from hell. The Good News reached even down
to the darkest and most terrible place. No other world religious leader can
make such a claim.

Going Deeper.

This passage has caused a lot of disagreement over the centuries. Some
writers have refused to accept that Jesus did go and preach in hell during
the gap between his death and his resurrection. So let’s answer the key
guestions:-

1. Who are the “spiritsin prison.”

It seems fairly clear that among them were those rebels of the time of the
flood. If Jesus could speak to them, then we can assume that there was no
onein the “prison” that he could not speak to.

2. When did this preaching take place?

If this was the time when Jesus was “dive in the Spirit” but not yet
resurrected in the body, it would put this experience between his physical
death and his resurrection.

3. What did he preach?

The Greek word is (kerusso) - “preached”, which some scholars
have claimed means to proclaim. The idea is that Jesus proclaimed to
them their approaching end. But it is preferable to see in this ministry the
word (euaggelizo) — to preach the Gospel, the same word used
in 1 Peter 4.6 which amost certainly refers back to this passage
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So we can be confident in believing that, based on 1 Peter, Jesus went in
his spirit to Hell, and there preached the Gospel to those in that prison. He
has the power over all of the enemy’s domain. He is the stronger one.

Jesusisstronger over Armageddon

“l saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse,
whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes
war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He
has a name written on him that no-one knows but he himself. He is
dressed in arobe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The
armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed
in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron sceptre.
He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his
robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS.

And | saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all
the birds flying in mid-air, “Come, gather together for the great supper of
God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of
horses and their riders, and the flesh of al people, free and dave, small
and great.” Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and
his army. But the beast was captured, and with him the fase prophet who
had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he
had deluded those who had recelved the mark of the beast and
worshipped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery
lake of burning sulphur. The rest of them were killed with the sword that
came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged
themselves on their flesh.” (Revelation 19:11-18)

When heaven finally opens, and Armageddon is on us, then we are going
to see who is the stronger one. First, the enemy is going to be shown up
for what he is — defeated!

But then comes the main event — the moment when al the earth sees who
is the stronger one. Who will be sitting on the white horse? Who will
have the name “King of Kings and Lord of Lords?” Who will be standing
beside the Father at the judgement? Who will be holding the little book of
life?

Muhammed? Buddha? Krishna? No! The stronger one will be there:-
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“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.” (Rev 21:27)

Conclusion

Thisis not the easiest book to read! It is easy to parade around the streets,
proclaiming that Jesus is the stronger one, and | love to do that. But it
requires a lot of hard study and thought to understand the biblical and
theological support for believing that Jesus is the stronger one. But if we
have struggled through this material, then we can still go out into the
streets and enjoy our marching. But we will aso be equipped to know
why we believe Jesus is the Stronger one, and we will be able to justify
and teach our position with confidence. We will aso be able to survive
the struggles and persecutions — and emerge victorious. Alleluial
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