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  Studies in Islam. Work sheet 1

Islam is a growing faith.
Those of us who work in
Islamic areas know this al-
ready, but the figures, how-
ever  we might be about
them, are telling us a story
of growth:-

   “The Christian faith ap-
pears to be fairly stable, in
the light of the whole world
population. In 1970, 33.7%
of the world were Chris-
tians, and in 1996, 33.9%
The annual growth rate
appears to be about 2.3%.
Islam is growing faster –
2.9% If this carries on, then
Islam will overtake Chris-
tianity in the not too distant
future.” (U.S. Centre for
Worlds Mission)

   The commission

   “Then the eleven dis-
ciples went to Galilee, to
the mountain where Jesus
had told them to go. When
they saw him, they wor-
shipped him; but some
doubted. Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all na-
tions, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to

obey everything I have
commanded you. And
surely I am with you al-
ways, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:16-20)

   I believe that this course
will give God’s people
more understanding about
Islam, and with under-
standing will come a
deeper love for Muslim
people, and with that love
will come the release of the
Spirit to help Muslim
people come to a full un-
derstanding of Isa, who
they already regard highly.

      This course

   Islam is a works based
faith. Islam teaches that at
the last judgment, the
scales will come out, and
if good deeds exceed bad
deeds, the Muslim goes to
heaven, and if the reverse
happens, they go to hell.
(Sura 21:47)

   With this simple truth, we
can enter the world of Is-
lam, and gain understand-
ing. That’s not so easy at
first, as we find many of the
words, names and charac-
ters we already know from
the Bible, but they don’t
mean what we believe
them to mean.

So in this course, we
will start by trying to
gain understanding.

We will look at evan-
gelism and follow up.

We will consider long
term strategy

  The course is called “Un-
derstanding to love”, and
this title means just what it
says. We are not “Under-
standing to destroy”, or
“Understanding to hurt”, or
“Understanding to ridicule”.
We are seeking under-
standing, so that we can
have love and compassion
for those who do not yet
know the fullness of Jesus.
Let this attitude fill our lives,
our hearts and our prayers.
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“La ila ha illa Allah, Mohammad rasul Allah.” *

www.jamiat.org.za/kids/
kalima.html

*
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1. The Kalima or
Shahada

Islam has a basic state-
ment of belief. It is not a
direct quote from the
Quran, but it reflects what
the Quran teaches. This is
the statement:-

There is no God butThere is no God butThere is no God butThere is no God butThere is no God but
Allah,and MuhammadAllah,and MuhammadAllah,and MuhammadAllah,and MuhammadAllah,and Muhammad
is his prophet.is his prophet.is his prophet.is his prophet.is his prophet.

So let’s begin by looking at
the two names quoted
here:-

         Allah

The Quran says:

“This is the true account:
There is no god except
Allah; and Allah—he is
indeed the Exalted in
Power, the Wise.” (Sura
3:62)

  According to Muslim faith,
Allah (God) is beyond all
description and knowl-
edge. However, the Quran
gives him many titles, tra-
ditionally numbering 99.

   He is first the Creator, the
Judge, the Rewarder of
good and evil. He is
unique. He has no partner
or equal. He is all-power-
ful and merciful. He is the
one who does whatever he
pleases and gives no ac-
count of his actions to any-
one.

He exercises justice to-
wards those he approves,
and shows himself ready to
pardon those who do
what is needed to obtain
pardon.

   In Muslim faith Allah is
regarded as the Master,
and believers are his ser-
vants or slaves. These
terms emphasize the
greatness of God, and the
humility and obedience
which man must display in
Allah’s presence. The
Muslim feels it a position of

great honour to be a “slave
of God”. Muslims reject  the
idea that God is Father, out
of fear that this would di-
minish the greatness of
God. They suspect that
those who call themselves
“sons of God” are proudly
exalting themselves as
God’s favourites.

   The Quran calls God
“the loving” (Al W adud),
but the meaning is rather
different from the Chris-
tian idea of God’ s love.  It
implies “approval.” The
Quran says that God loves
(approves of) the good, but
does not love (approve of)

the evil-doers. The Quran
speaks much of God’s
goodness in creation and
in sending prophets, but
nowhere says that God
loves the world, nor that
God loves sinners, nor that
“God is love” (John 3: 16;
Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:8).

 Not compassionate

   Allah is not compas-
sionate and merciful . He
demands submission from
those who believe in him,
and is vengeful and harsh
towards those who are un-
believers, and towards any
who turn away from him.
See for example:-

   “Before thee W e sent
(apostles) to many na-
tions, and W e afflicted
the nations with suffer-
ing and adversity , that
they might learn humil-
ity.”  (6:42)

   “W e send the apostles
only to give good news
and to warn: So those
who believe and mend
(their lives), —upon them
shall be no fear , nor shall
they grieve. But those
who reject Our Signs, —
them shall punishment
touch, for that they
ceased not from trans-
gressing.”  (6:48-49)
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Jesus said “Come
         to me..”
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     Does not SEEK!

He does not seek the
lost, but waits until
people seek him . Then he
“loves” those who love him,
but hates those who hate
him. Allah is dominating,
aggressive, bearing down,
demanding, and yet does
not reveal anything of him-
self.

   He is described as the
God of Abraham, Isaac,
Joseph and many other
Old Testament people.
Christians can be misled
into thinking that Allah and
Yahweh, (the Hebrew
name for God) are the
same.

    But they are not !

Yahweh wants to have a
relationship with his cre-
ation:-

He makes himself
known. (Exodus 3:1-
6)

He provides for sur-
vival. (Genesis 6:8)

He want s relation-
ship s with people.
(Moses, Samuel,
Isaiah)

He loves with a deep
comp assion. (Hosea
11:8)

He forgives sinners,
not rejecting them.
(Isaiah 1:18)

Isa (the Arabic name for
Jesus) continues these
same loving characteristics
in the New Testament.

Isa  cares. ( Matt 9:36)

Sacrifices himself.
(Mark 10:45)

Rescues us because
he loves us. (1 John
4:10)

  We must not confuse
Allah with Yahweh.  The
Quran uses many of the
same stories which we are
know from the Old Testa-

ment, and we can easily
make the mistake of think-
ing Allah and Yahweh are
the same. This is not true.
Yahweh looks for people,
longs to have a relationship
with his creation, reveals
himself, forgives, and goes
on reaching out, being in-
volved with us. He can be
known as a close and inti-
mate friend, who wants to
share our lives. Isa reflects
the same compassion and
desire to  reach out.

       Allah is none
     of these things.

               Isa Muhammad is his
prophet

Muhammad (570-632
AD) is for the Muslims the
last and most trustworthy
prophet of Allah. Allah re-
vealed the Quran to him in
chapters or in strings of
verses, between his forti-
eth year and his death. The
revelation happened when
a voice called Muhammad
to recite (96:1-3).

Receiving these revela-
tions left Muhammad ex-
hausted. There are a few
allusions to visions (17:60;
53:5; 82:23) and two allu-
sions to the ‘night journey’
and the journey to heaven
or ascension during which
Muhammad  travelled
through the skies (17:1;
53:5-18).

Muhammad was insan al-
kamil, “the perfect man”,
because he never lied. For
if he lied just once, how
could anyone believe
whatever else he might
have said? He was perfect
because he was chosen by
God to be his last prophet,
to whom he entrusted his
definitive revelation to
mankind.

   Hadith

An extensive biographical
literature, the hadith, de-
tails every word of
Muhammad that was re-
membered by his contem-
poraries.
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In addition there is also an
extensive popular tradition
relating his numerous
miracles. (mawlid)

   The Quran says:
“Muhammad is the
Apostle of Allah; and
those who are with him
are strong against Unbe-
lievers, (but) comp as-
sionate amongst each
other . Thou wilt see them
bow and prostrate them-
selves (in prayer), seek-
ing Grace from Allah and
(His) Good Pleasure. On
their faces are their
marks, (being) the traces
of their prostration. This
is their similitude in the
Taurat; and their simili-
tude in the Gospel is like
a seed which sends forth
its blade, then makes it
strong; it then becomes
thick, and it st ands on it s
own stem, (filling) the
sowers with wonder and
delight. As a result, it fills
the Unbelievers with
rage at them. Allah has
promised those among
them who believe and do
righteous deeds Forgive-
ness, and a great Re-
ward.  (Sura  48:29)

   Believing in this schema,
belonging to the commu-
nity, and exercising the 5
disciplines (“pillars”)  is the
heart of Islam.

  God so loved the
  world that he gave..
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The Bible says
“Do nothing out of self-
ish ambition or vain con-
ceit, but in humility con-
sider others better than
yourselves.  Each of you
should look not only to
your own interest s, but
also to the interest s of
others.  Your attitude
should be the same as
that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very na-
ture God, did not con-
sider equality with God
something to be
grasped,  but made him-
self nothing, t aking the
very nature of a servant,

being made in human
likeness.  And being
found in appearance as
a man, he humbled him-
self and became obedi-
ent to death—even death
on a cross!  Therefore
God exalted him to the
highest place and gave
him the name that is
above every name,  that
at the name of Jesus ev-
ery knee should bow , in
heaven and on earth and
under the earth,  and ev-
ery tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Fa-
ther.” (Philippians 2:3-1 1)

What does Jesus offer
those who follow him?

Take a look at these
passages:-

  Mark 2: 1-12

  Mark 5: 1-20

  Mark 5: 25-34

  Luke 19: 2-9

  Luke 5: 1- 11

Jesus loves us, and sets us
free from all that destroys
us. He does this not
because he demands
submission, but because
he loves, and wants us to
be free.

Once we accept him as
Lord, we are still free - free
to serve or free to disobey.

When we stray, Jesus
longs for our return, and
when we do, he does not
give us the list of our
failures, but welcomes us
home.

We should long that every
man and woman, of
whatever creed or colour,
should know this as well.

  Welcome home!
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