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Within the main
groupings which we saw
on worksheet  3 there are
many other smaller
groups. Here are a few
of them:-

    Wahhabism

The term “Wahhabism”
describes the religious
movement within Islam
founded by Muhammad ibn
Abd al - Wahhab (1703 - 92).
Followers uhold firmly the
doctrine that God is one, the
only one (wahid).

      Key thought:

Opposition to any
custom and belief
thr eatening the
glorification of the one
God.

It condemns as illegal and un
- Islamic the practice of using
the name of any prophet,
saint, or angel in a prayer, of
calling upon any such beings
for intercession and making
vows to them, and of
visitations to tombs of saints.

Followers insist on a literal
interpretation of the Koran
and a strict doctrine of
predestination. Abd al -
Wahhab, who had spent some

years in Medina and various
places in Iraq and Iran, won
the support of Ibn Saud, ruler
of the Najd (now in Saudi
Arabia), in 1744, after being
expelled from his native city,
Uyayna, because of
controversial teachings in his
Kitab al - tawhid (Book of
Unity).

The realization of the ideal of
an Islamic state based on the
Sharia now seemed possible.

For more than two centuries,
Wahhabism has been Saudi
Arabia’s dominant faith. Strict
Wahhabis believe that all
those who don’t practice their
form of Islam are heathens
and enemies. Adherents
believe that Wahhabism is the
purest form of Islam.
Followers of Wahhabism
include Afghanistan’s Taliban
and terrorist Osama Bin
Laden.

   The Baa’th Party

The Ba’ath party has come to
prominence because of the
influence of Saddam Hussein.
It’s difficult to know whether
to describe it as an Islamic
group, or a secular/Marxist
group, with the cover of
Islam. However, because of
the Iraq war, it is a grouping
which we have to understand.

      Key thought:

It’ s aims are secularism,
socialism and pan-Arab
unionism.

The Ba’athists became
extremely influential in the
years following the Suez War
and its influence spread from
Syria to Iraq, Egypt, Lebanon
and Jordan. The Ba’ath Party
in Iraq came to power
following a military coup on
17th July 1968. The new
government ruthlessly
suppressed opposition, but  it
did agree to enter negotiations
with the Kurdish Democratic
Party. In March 1970 the
government promised to grant
the Kurds a degree of
independence, but failed to do
so.
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In July 1978 a decree was
passed which made all non-
Ba’thist political activity
illegal and membership of any
other political party
punishable by death for all
those who were members or
former members of the armed
forces.

In July 1979 Ahmad Hasan al-
Bakr resigned and was
replaced by Saddam Hussein.
In the next few months
Saddam Hussein swiftly
executed his political rivals.
Increasing oil revenues
allowed him to increase
spending on welfare schemes.
A student of Joseph Stalin,
Saddam Hussein arranged for
portraits and statues to be
placed all over the country. He
also created the Republican
Guard, an elite presidential
security force.
 
      The Muslim
     Brotherhood

   The Muslim Brotherhood
was founded in 1928 by
Hasan al-Banna, a 22-year-
old elementary school teacher.
It was an Islamic revivalist
movement, formed following
the collapse of the Turkish
Empire and the subsequent
ban of the caliphate system of
government that had united
the Muslims for hundreds of

years. Al-Banna based his
ideas on the principle that
Islam was not only a religious
observance, but a
comprehensive way of life, on
the tenets of Wahhabism, and
he supplemented the
traditional Islamic education
for the Society’s male
students with jihadia training.

    Key thought

“Allah is our objective.
The Prophet is our
leader. Qur’an is our
law. Jihad is our way.
Dying in the way of
Allah is our highest
hope

The Brotherhood grew as a
popular movement over the
next 20 years, involving not
only religion and education,
but also politicsIt blamed the
Egyptian government for
being inactive against
“Zionists” and joined the
Palestinian side in the war
against Israel, and started
performing terrorist acts
inside of Egypt, which led to
a ban on the movement by the
Egyptian government.

A Muslim Brother
assassinated the Prime
Minister of Egypt, on
December 28, 1948.

Al-Banna himself was killed
by government agents in
Cairo in February, 1949.

The Egyptian government
legalized the Brotherhood
again in 1948, but only as a
religious organization; it was
banned again in 1954 because
it insisted that Egypt be
governed by shari’a.

In 1964, Nasser granted
amnesty to the imprisoned
Brothers, hoping that their
release would weaken interest
in the recently formed Arab
Socialist Union party. The
result was three more
assassination attempts by the
Brothers on Nasser’s life. The
top leaders of the Brotherhood
were executed in 1966, and
many others were imprisoned.

                Nasser

Nasser’s successor, Anwar-
as-Sadat, promised the
Brothers that shari’a would be
implemented as the Egyptian
law and released all of the
Brotherhood prisoners.
However, the Brothers lost
their trust in Sadat when he
signed the peace agreement
with Israel in 1979.

Four Brothers assassinated
Sadat in September, 1981.
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Although officially banned by
the Egyptian government
since 1954, the Muslim
Brothers captured 17 seats in
the Egyptian Parliament
running as independents; they
also hold important offices in
professional organizations in
Egypt.

Today, a very complex
financial network connects
the operations of over seventy
branches of the Muslim
Brothers worldwide. During
the Muslim Brothers’
seventy-plus years of
existence, there have been
cycles of growth, followed by
divisions into factions,
including secret financial
networks, and violent jihad
groups, such as al-Jihad and
al-Gama’at al-Islamiyya in
Egypt, HAMAS in Palestine
and mujahideen groups in
Afghanistan.

         Hamas

HAMAS means “zeal”.
It is a Palestinian Islamic
organization established in
1987 during the first Intifada,
(uprising by Palestinians) and
is an offshoot of the Muslim
Brotherhood.

     Key thought

Hamas has the objective
of destroying the Jewish
people it believes
occupies Palestine, and
establishing Palestine
fr om the sea to the river
based on Islamic
principles.

The group operates mainly in
the Gaza strip and the West
Bank, and claims tens of
thousands of supporters
throughout Palestine. The
number of hardcore members
remains unknown.

          Al Jihad

The “Organization for Jihad”
claimed responsibility for the
assassination of Egyptian
President Anwar al-Sadat on
October 6, 1981.

The group’s philosophy is
based on views contained in
a pamphlet written by Farag
entitled al-Faridah al
Gha’ibah, “The Neglected
Duty.”  The “neglected” duty
was jihad, which in this
context was narrowly defined
as armed battle against
apostates from the Islamic
faith.

       Key thought

Jihad -  armed battle
against apostates

The broader interpretation of
jihad as spiritual resistance
against evil was denounced as
a “fabricated tradition”,
invented to “reduce the value
of fighting with the Sword, so
as to distract the Muslims
from fighting the infidels and
the hypocrites.” The pamphlet
argued that Egypt is ruled by
apostates, and, that, an
apostate has to be killed.

 “Ther e is no doubt that the
first battlefield for jihad is
the extermination of these
infidel leaders and to
replace them by a complete
Islamic Order.”

By this Farag meant the full
restoration of the Islamic
caliphate, which Ataturk had
abolished in 1924. Sadat’s trip
to Jerusalem to meet with
Israel’s Prime Minister
Menachem Begin in 1977 and
his call in 1979 for the
separation of religion and
politics in Egypt sealed his
fate.  

This Egyptian Islamic
extremist group merged with
Usama Bin Ladin’s al-Qaida
organization in June 2001.
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       Al Qa�ida

Al Qaeda, or ‘The Base’, was
formed in 1988 by Osama bin
Laden and his associate
Mohammed Atef to bring
together Arabs who fought in
Afghanistan against the
Soviet invasion.

       Osama bin Laden

It has evolved to emerge as a
primary umbrella group,
which funds and carries out
terrorist activity of Islamist
terrorists worldwide. The Al
Qaeda is reported to have a
global reach.

Al Qaeda has links with
fundamentalist groups such as
Egypt’s Al Jihad, Iran’s
Hezbollah, Sudan’s National
Islamic Front, as also terrorist
outfits in Yemen, Saudi
Arabia, and Somalia.

Al Qa’ida also has ties to the
“Islamic Group,” led at one
time by Sheik Omar Abdel
Rahman, the Egyptian cleric
serving a life sentence since
his 1995 conviction for his
role in the bombing of the
World Trade Centre in New
York in February 1993.
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The use of terror to
overthr ow what they
perceive to be ‘heretic’
r egimes, and the
establishment of an
Islamist regime in such
countries.

The Al Qa’ida sees the United
States as providing support to
the various ‘heretic’ regimes
of the world, including Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Israel and the
United Nations.  Al Qa’ida
has opposed the involvement
of the US forces in the 1991
Gulf War and in Somalia in
1992. It has also opposed the
continuing presence of US
troops in Saudi Arabia after
the Gulf War.

       Al - Fatah

Al-Fatah is a Palestinian
nationalist organization,
founded in 1957 to bring
about an independent state of
Palestine. It is the main
component of the Palestine
Liberation Organization.
(PLO) Al-Fatah was formed
by Yasser Arafat and other
Palestinian students in Cairo,
Egypt, in 1957. Its fedayeen
(guerrilla) forces began to
launch raids into Israel (from
Jordan and Syria) from 1965.

Key thought

By 1969 al-Fatah had
established control over the
PLO, enabling Arafat to
become PLO leader.

      Hezbollah

Hezbollah is an extremist
Muslim organization founded
by the Iranian Revolutionary
Guards who were sent to
Lebanon after the 1979
Iranian revolution. Its aim is
to spread the Islamic
revolution of Iran among the
Shi’ite population of
Lebanon. Hezbollah is
believed to be the umbrella
movement of the groups that
held many of the Western
hostages taken from 1984.

In 1996 Hezbollah guerrillas,
opposed to the Middle East
peace process, engaged in
renewed hostilities with
Israeli forces stationed in
southern Lebanon.
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Islam claims
that it is a united
movement.
This does not seem
to be true in reality.


