Chapter 2
Visions

As | have reflected on this word over a number of years,
I have experienced what | think are a number of visions
which have helped me clarify what the Lord has been
saying. They seem to highlight and elaborate different
parts of the main word. 1 include them here for those
who want to go a little further with this word.

We do not need to be put off by the word “vision.” I'm
not describing a trance like state, where prophets hover
three metres off the ground and speak in a strange
voice! We leave all that to the spiritists and their
heretical ways. A biblical vision is a visual experience
of spiritual reality. It is often very fleeting. It needs to
be grasped quickly, and it needs quite detailed testing
and evaluation. Some visions come to us while we are
awake, and some in our dreams. All need very thorough
checking and testing against what God reveals in the
Bible. The very transient nature of visions makes this
essential.

1. The desert

| saw a huge desert as | was praying. Then the
Lord spoke to me, and | wrote this down.

“From the desert comes evil to crush and destroy
my people.

A hard evil, unyielding and unloving, that even
claims to speak in my name. Yet it does not bring
freedom but bondage.

Many, even among my people, will yield to this evil,
because they are deceived or they are afraid.

Slowly the evil will invade and enslave.

Who will warn against it?

Who will stand against it?

Who among my people will love me enough to lay
down their life for me and for my people?

| am looking for such people.
| will equip and empower them.
| will call them, and stand with them.”

Bible background

“And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And |
saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns
and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and
on each head a blasphemous name. The beast | saw
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear
and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the
beast his power and his throne and great authority.
One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a
fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed.
The whole world was astonished and followed the
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beast. Men worshipped the dragon because he had
given authority to the beast, and they also worshipped
the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who
can make war against him?” (Revelation 13:1-4) (I
have been reflecting on the whole of Revelation 13.
There we see the nature of the beast, and his power-
ful attraction to the godless world.)

“I looked for a man among them who would build up
the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of
the land so that | would not have to destroy it, but |
found none.” (Ezekiel 22:30)

“Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down
his life for his friends.” (John 15:13)

Comment

A biblical desert can be a good place, or a bad one.
The good ones, hard though they may be, refine and
strengthen us. Jesus spent forty days in such a place,
and emerged stronger to take up his calling. The bad
ones are places of harshness, shame and failure. The
Israelites were consigned to forty years in one, after
their failure to occupy the promised land.

Which kind of desert is being described here? My feel-
ing is that it is a bad one. There is nothing good in it,
and from it comes bondage, deceit and enslavement.
Anyone in their right mind would want to run away
from such a place. God’s people seem to be content
to surrender to its influence. The Lord is warning of
the danger, as he always does to his beloved people,
and he is looking for people to sound the alarm. This
is very similar to the word | have been sharing for
Europe, and | suppose that is hardly surprising, see-
ing as we are part of Europe, and on a bigger stage,
we might also look for material entitled “Is there any
hope for Europe?” Here are a few quotes from my
European word, to explain what | mean. The full word
and explanation can be found on www.serving-
africa.org, in the section “books on line - international
prophecy.”

Call out in the streets. Proclaim in the market
place.

“The Lord is looking for his own, for hearts bro-
ken by the shame and guilt of the land, hearts
grieving for the spoiling, for the destruction of the
good things | gave, hearts breaking in repentance,
hearts longing for my return.

These hearts, shining like lamps in dark places,
are the ones who will prepare the way for my re-
turn.

But where are they ?

| call for them, but | hear no reply.

| am searching, but | cannot find them. The sor-
row in my heart is so great it almost crushes me.”

Are such people described here being raised up? If
so, are they being heard? It's a tough call. It means
going against the tide, standing against the invasion
of false theology, prosperity and materialism. It means
entering the desert. Here is a reflection | came across
which shows just how dangerous it will be for those
who answer the call:-
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“Some say that the desert has no life. They are wrong.
For the desert has arms which reach out for every
man that comes near- an embrace of hopelessness.

And those arms go on pulling, pulling, pulling a man
nearer to the heart of the wilderness, until he touches
that heart, only to find that it is a place of utter barren
futility.

It isn’t the heat, or the emptiness, the lack of food, or
friendship, or direction that crushes a man in the
desert.

It is touching that barren heart. For then, at that mo-
ment, the desert enters him, and he too begins to
despair, to give up hope, to want to sit down and die.

Surviving the desert tests a man to the limit, and be-
yond.”

But even so, the Lord is not asking those who respond
to his call to be on their own. He promises to stand
with them. This is a promise he has made many times:-

To Moses — “But Moses said to God, “Who am |, that
I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt? And God said, “I will be with you. And this will
be the sign to you that it is | who have sent you: When
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will
worship God on this mountain.” (Exodus 3:11-12)

To Joshua - “Have | not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be dis-
couraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wher-
ever you go."(Joshua 1:9)

To us — “Therefore go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptising them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt
28:19-20)

It is one of the great joys of our faith that God never
changes. His commitment was, and still is total. Per-
haps this is the hope for England, and why we
shouldn’t give up hope for change.

2. Dream of the market place

| had a dream, and in it | saw a long line of people
queuing up in front of a market stall. One by one
they were going up to this stall, giving lots of
money, and coming away with something which
was making them very excited. When they showed
me what was in their hands, | saw only cold ashes.

| realised that all the people in the queue were
God’s people. They were giving up all that they
had, and were receiving ashes back in return. They
were so excited about this transaction. | knew that
what they were doing was wrong, and | went up to
speak to them, but then | woke up! | was very frus-
trated, and | asked the Lord, “What was | going to
say?” He replied “you were going to say:-
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“The earth is being shaken.

The people do not care.

They are selling the treasures of the Kingdom, and
buying dross.”

Bible background

| have been meditating on the golden calf in Exodus
32. There the people preferred the idol to the com-
mandments of God.

Comment

| have tried hard to find something encouraging to
say about this dream, but | have not had much suc-
cess. It seems to highlight the blindness of people to
the truth of what is happening. Why are they blind?
Some people have no insight into spiritual things, and
others will go with the crowd. But some are wilfully
blind — they want a faith where they can control the
content and the behaviour. Some leaders want power
at any price, and compromise with the world brings
power. In the end, the works of the kingdom of evil
appear to be strongly manifesting themselves, blind-
ing men’s eyes, to prevent them from seeing the truth.
(2 Corinthians 4:4)

The earth is being shaken but the people do not care
- it seems almost unbelievable doesn’t it? Yet mil-
lions of people live in known disaster areas, and refuse
to heed warnings of possible danger. It seems that
this physical attitude carries over into the spiritual
world. May be if we had a more communal under-
standing, we would respond more passionately. We
do tend to think in an isolationist way, both individu-
ally and as a nation. It appears that as long as my
church is O.K., then everything is O.K. If only it were
so.

But far worse is the selling of the treasures of the king-
dom - integrity, love for justice, care for the poor, a
passion for Jesus and the other things outlined in the
main word, and even more clearly in the word for the
U.S.A. How are we ever going to explain ourselves to
the Lord? How are we even going to face him? This
last comment ought to cause us great concern. | was
working in one town, and as | meditated on the Lord,
| saw him hurt and broken, sad and bowed down. As
I looked he said to me “My people do this to me. How
many more times will they crucify me?” This vision
shocked me very deeply. | don’t want any part of those
who do that to him. Yet as his people in the nation we
are selling his treasures for rubbish. Is this not cruci-
fying him again? How is the Lord ever going to wake
us up?

3. The storm

| was sitting in my house on a very stormy day.
Then the Lord spoke to me and said “Go into the
garden.” | went and stood among the weeds, which
were being buffeted by the wind and rain. Then
this conversation took place:-
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“Go down to the wasteland prophet. What do you
see?”

| replied,
“I see your people withered by the storm.”
The Lord spoke again.

“Go down to the wasteland prophet. What do you
see?”

| replied,
“l see your people withered by the storm.”
The Lord spoke a third time.

“Go down to the wasteland prophet. What do you
see?”

| replied,

“l see death.”

Bible background

It is very common for prophets to have this kind of
conversation/vision experience. Jeremiah and Ezekiel
have similar experiences to share. Isaiah saw the Lord
and had a conversation with him. (Isaiah 6).

Comment

I recall this vision very clearly. The storm was very
powerful, and as it buffeted me, | was frightened. But
what does this vision mean? The first thing which im-
pressed itself on me was that it was “your people.” It's
one thing to go as a Pastor to visit many people in
hospital. We all do it, and we do it to the best of our
ability. But it's quite a different thing when it is one of
your own family who is ill in hospital. It's one thing to
talk about the struggles of “the Church.” But it's quite
another to talk about “your people.” The storm is bat-
tering God's own — his very family, his loved ones, the
apple of his eye. Again | had to switch my perspective
from the theological to the personal. What is happen-
ing is not an intellectual game, but real pain for all of
us, including Father.

The storm will kill, unless we take some radical ac-
tion. Here is one of our biggest problems — and it's
the same problem which the Israelites experienced
before the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. We really can’t
believe that it will happen. Surely God will intervene
before it is too late? Will he? | personally see death
invading the spiritual body at almost every point. Love
is growing cold, the radical voice is muffled, interfaith
is gaining ground, and the voice of God is growing
more and more distant. Selecting what pieces of faith
we want, and ignoring those which are a little hard or
inconvenient, we are floating along on a cloud of af-
fluence, indifference, and comfort. But whatever we
say or think, the storm is coming. It's dangerous, and
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it will do harm, unless we take precautions. But how
can we take precautions when we don’t even
recognise the danger we are in?

4. The corpses

In a vision | saw a church, and it was full of people.
But when | looked closely, they were all dead
people — corpses, sitting up and filling the seats.
They were listening, talking and singing, but they
were all dead. The Pastor was in the pulpit, and
he also was dead, even though he was preaching.
Then the Lord spoke to me:-

“The land has become a desolation, a place of
death.

My church has become a mortuary, where dead
corpses sit and hear death from the shepherds.

Men come for bread, but they receive nothing but
stones.

My people have become a sepulchre, and have
spread death into the land.”

Bible background

“All of us have become like one who is unclean, and
all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel
up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us
away. No one calls on your name or strives to lay
hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us
and made us waste away because of our sins. Yet, O
Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be
angry beyond measure, O Lord; do not remember our
sins for ever. Oh, look upon us we pray, for we are all
your people. Your sacred cities have become a desert;
even Zion is a desert, Jerusalem a desolation. Our
holy and glorious temple, where our fathers praised
you, has been burned with fire, and all that we trea-
sured lies in ruins. After all this, O Lord, will you hold
yourself back? Will you keep silent and punish us
beyond measure?” (Isaiah 64:6-12)

Comment

This was not an easy vision to see, and | resisted
speaking it for some time. | love the bride, and want
her to be pure, so that the Lord may return. Like many
others, | have devoted my life to the bride. So it is
hard to see the bride as a dead thing. But | have tried
to reach beyond the details of the vision, to take hold
of the heart of what God is saying, and that is reason-
ably clear. If God’s people choose death, then that is
what they will become. This has terrible consequences
for God’s people, but even deeper consequences for
the land in which we live. If we are dead, then we
spread the stench of death everywhere, and even
those who do not know the Lord begin to die. Our
task is to be salt and light, bringing hope fullness and
freedom. But we appear to have chosen a lesser path,
and that leads to death.
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If this vision is not to become a reality — and who can
say that it is not already becoming one — repentance
needs to begin soon, right across the land. Itis a hard
process, as we have already learnt, and will learn more
fully in the next chapter. It calls for radical change in
our personal lives, our spiritual lives, our church pat-
terns and behaviour, and our attitudes to our commu-
nity and society. We have much to apologise for, much
ground to be reclaimed and many fences to rebuild.
This process, whenever it begins, cannot take five
minutes. The situation is not bad but desperate, and
it will take many years to get things back onto the
right track. But the beginning can be now, and once
started, then we are in the hands of God'’s spirit, and
we can be confident that he who is beginning this good
work in us will bring it to completion.

If and when the spirit of repentance comes on us, |
don’t believe that all the churches in existence today
will survive. Some have become so compromised, that
there is no hope for them. Some have grown so big in
their own strength that God will have to cut them down.
This is sad, but it is the price we will inevitably have to
pay for the situation in which we find ourselves.

If and when the spirit of repentance comes, | don't
believe that all the current leadership of God's people
will survive. In fact, | wonder whether any of us have
the right to expect to be still in office. Leaders do pay
a high price for failure, as Moses discovered. But if
some are allowed to stay, some will certainly have to
go. Some are too compromised, some have sold out
to the world, some are snared in adultery, theft, de-
ceit and vain human ambition. These, and many oth-
ers will have to step aside, so that a new generation
of leadership, with a deep love for the nation and the
church can emerge.

There can be no question of everyone staying on in
the new and transformed church. Repentance burns
like a fire, and the purified church will not be a com-
fortable place in which to take life easy. The old com-
fortable ways will be swept away, and with them those
leaders who have adopted them, or allowed them to
take root.

If and when the spirit of repentance comes, many of
the groups and committees that control church life
will be shown up for what they are — worldly, self seek-
ing, small minded, compromised and engaged in
works which have little or no relevance for the King-
dom. Principles of working will be exposed as non
biblical and non faith based. The permeation of worldly
thinking will be seen everywhere.

If and when the spirit of repentance comes, many
marriages will be shown up for what they are - empty,
formal, and a poor imitation of the intimacy that God
intended. Many families will be shown up for what they
are — unloving, uncaring and ungodly.

If and when the spirit of repentance comes, many
businesses and commercial works will be shown up
for what they are — based on principles which are far
from those of the Kingdom. Much compromise, double
dealing, small mindedness and the love of money will
be shown up.
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If and when the spirit of repentance comes, a new
holiness must be given to us — a love for righteous-
ness and the holy ways of God. This must touch us
personally, as fellowships and as a nation. The secu-
lar ungodliness which is all around must be swept
away by a new dedication to serve the nation. This is
going to be a very costly process, perhaps the most
costly of all. For clearly the pattern we have been fol-
lowing has failed, and a new pattern must be found.

The choice is ours. Suppose we decide not to make
it? Through these visions | think | have been given a
very small glimpse of how God sees our land. We are
desperate, and in need of repentance, but we have
not yet passed the point of no return. But God is well
aware that if hearts are not changed, the road to great
pain stretches ahead — pain for us and for him. Here
is his view of that road, to which we have not as yet
committed ourselves. But we are clearly leaning to-
wards it:-

“My people will become the poor of the land.
Denied power, denied access, denied recourse.
They will live like paupers, even though they have
me as a father!

They will come down to the dust, yet still they will
not see.

How can they see?

Their eyes have been blinded by pride, by the love
of position, by unbelief, by a confidence in the
things of this world in which they have put their
trust.

They should have trusted me.

Where has the power gone? It has gone to the false
gods, who are robbing my people of their place in
the land.

Yet still my people do not see, because they are
blind and blinded.

Blind to what is happening, and blinded by the
things of this world.

They have forced me to act, to protect my holy
name.

How my heart grieves for my people.
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Chapter 3

Principles of repentance

The only hope for England is revival. But we can't
move from where we are to that experience without
repentance. How do we begin this repentance pro-
cess? Another nation can teach us this, as they came
to Mizpah:-

“It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark
remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the people of Is-
rael mourned and sought after the Lord. And Samuel
said to the whole house of Israel, “If you are returning
to the Lord with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of
the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit your-
selves to the Lord and serve him only, and he will
deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” So the
Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and
served the Lord only. Then Samuel said, “Assemble
all Israel at Mizpah and | will intercede with the Lord
for you.” When they had assembled at Mizpah, they
drew water and poured it out before the Lord. On that
day they fasted and there they confessed, “We have
sinned against the Lord.” And Samuel was leader of
Israel at Mizpah. When the Philistines heard that Is-
rael had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Phi-
listines came up to attack them. And when the Israel-
ites heard of it, they were afraid because of the Phi-
listines. They said to Samuel, “Do not stop crying out
to the Lord our God for us, that he may rescue us
from the hand of the Philistines.” Then Samuel took
a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt
offering to the Lord. He cried out to the Lord on Israel’s
behalf, and the Lord answered him. While Samuel
was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew
near to engage Israel in battle. But that day the Lord
thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines
and threw them into such a panic that they were routed
before the Israelites. The men of Israel rushed out of
Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering them
along the way to a point below Beth Car. Then Samuel
took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen.
He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far has the Lord
helped us.” So the Philistines were subdued and did
not invade Israelite territory again. Throughout
Samuel’s lifetime, the hand of the Lord was against
the Philistines. (1 Samuel 7:2-13)

How the mighty are fallen

The people of Israel had been very blessed by God
over the centuries. They had the Ten Commandments
to live by, prophets, teachers and leaders to help and
guide them, and constant demonstrations of God'’s
love and protection. They knew his heart, and had
many opportunities to serve him. Despite all this, they
had fallen a long way from his ways. Far from serving
him, they were worshipping the false gods of wood
and stone, and the heavenly bodies. They seemed to
be willing to worship everything except their Lord. How
the mighty had fallen.
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Have we in England fared any better? Two thousand
years of Christian history has gone before us; we have
had every opportunity to know God and to know Jesus;
we have had every opportunity to serve him, and build
a land to reflect his values. We have served him in
the past, and many lands owe their Christian heritage
to us. But now the people of God have been brought
low, and the land is becoming apostate in the sight of
God.

Our God is able to save

In this passage from 1 Samuel we read that the Holy
Spirit moved. Nothing else can save a land but a move
of the hand of God. We know this from our Bibles, yet
we find it very hard to claim this experience, and live
by it. We turn to other things which, while possibly
godly in themselves, cannot save us. For example:-

“The nation’s in a mess” we say, “so let's have a
mission. Let’s get the evangelist in, let’s get the people
trained, let’s get the counsellors booked, let’s get the
Stadium, let’s get out the invitations, the posters, the
television and radio, and let's do the whole thing! Let's
bring our friends in, they will get converted, the
churches will be full and then wonderful things will
happen and our nation will be well. Alleluia!” If this
doesn’t work, we will try something else.

“The nation’s in a mess,” we say, “but here’s a good
idea to put it right. Let's have a revival. Let's get the
revival preacher in, let's get the people trained, let's
get the counsellors booked, let’s get the Stadium, let's
get out the invitations, the posters, the television and
radio, and let's do the whole thing! Let's bring our
friends in, they will get revived, the churches will be
full and then wonderful things will happen and our
nation will be well. Alleluia!” If this doesn’t work, we
will try something else.

“The nation’s in a mess,” we say, “so let’s flood the
country with groups who will study the Bible. Let’s get
all our friends in, and they will either get converted,
revived, or have new experiences of God. Whatever
happens to them, wonderful things will happen in our
churches, and our nation will be well. Alleluia”

None of these things are wrong, but they all have one
great weakness - they start from the wrong position.
They are based on our human plan and understand-
ing. We have an idea. We put it into operation, so
that our churches can be full, and God can bless us,
and we can all be happy. It is so easy and it is so
painless. So often at the end of our good ideas, the
situation is unchanged, for two obvious reasons. The
first is that they are almost universally based on what
we think the world wants or needs, rather than look-
ing at our own situation before God. Second, what we
are doing stays confined within the walls of the Church.
This is a subtle satanic strategy, which mutes our voice
to the whole nation.
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Of course we will never admit it. We never admit that
we have got it wrong, so we describe our efforts as
“formative”, as “ground breaking”, and as “successful
and opening the way for God to bless.” We must serve
a mighty weak God, who needs his creatures to open
the way for him to bless! Look at the evidence. The
nation is sliding into apostasy, and had been for some
time. We've had just about as many national crusades
as we can stand, and we have had just about as many
Alpha’s as it is possible to have, and we have had on
these shores just about every Christian guru that ex-
ists. Are things getting better or worse? It would be
nice for once to see our leaders facing facts.

Of course it is so easy to blame the established
churches - weighted down with their histories and
their bureaucracies. But since the arrival of many new
churches, have things really got any better? We may
have new churches, and we may have new converts,
new ways of worship, and new ways of teaching, but
the slide has continued as remorselessly as ever.

Christians who live and worship in areas where there
are many good and strong churches disagree so vio-
lently with this analysis. They write and e mail me tell-
ing me of the many things their fellowships are doing.
| get notes from “the largest church in the U.K.” (A
number of different churches make this claim!) But all
this misses the point. It is not what is going on in the
Churches which matters. It is the way the whole na-
tion is going - which is clearly downhill. The ship of
state is on the rocks, even sinking, yet we seem to
want to say “everything is fine in the galley!” Let me
emphasise two principles here, which | have already
touched on:-

1. God looks at the whole scene. What makes us
think that God has one eye for us and one for the
nation? He looks at the whole picture, and makes his
judgments on the totality of what he sees. So there
are a few good churches? It's good that there are,
but that isn’t enough to avert disaster. Abraham tried
the numbers game, but it didn’t work. (Genesis 18:23-
32)

2. If the ship goes down, we will go down with it.
Why do we think that if the nation is slipping, we will
be safe? Our only safety would be to move to France,
Germany, America or Africa. This may raise a smile,
but it has been done before. Just before the fall of
Jerusalem in A.D.70, a small group of Christians left
the city, and settled in a far off place. They were ef-
fectively the only people to survive the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Roman legions. But it is not practi-
cal when there are so many of us — and anyway, what
makes us think France or Germany are in any better
state than us? The truth may be that the whole of
Europe is sliding into the abyss. (I have already re-
ferred to my word for Europe. The full text, with com-
ment and analysis can be found on our website —
www.serving-africa.org). | believe that if the ship goes
down, we will be held to account for its sinking, not
the unbelievers or those of other Faiths. There is no
escaping this truth from Nehemiah chapter 1.

21

“Then | said: ‘O Lord, God of heaven, the great and
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with
those who love him and obey his commands, let your
ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer
your servant is praying before you day and night for
your servants, the people of Israel. | confess the sins
we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house,
have committed against you. We have acted very
wickedly towards you. We have not obeyed the com-
mands, decrees and laws you gave your servant
Moses. Remember the instruction you gave your ser-
vant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will scatter
you among the nations.” (Nehemiah 1:5-8)

So few Christians will look outside of their Church box.
But it is the task of the prophet to do exactly that. We
must stop looking at our own fellowships, the good
teaching, the number of converts, and the new
programmes. We must look outside our windows -
look into the schools, look into the businesses, look
into the streets where other religions are gaining
ground, look into the very negative views of the T.V.
and radio towards Jesus, look at the blasphemy of
his name, look at the ignorance about the very simple
facts of Christianity, look at the laws which are being
passed, denying us freedom. Look, look, look! Now e
mail me and tell me about the wonderful ministry of
your church — if you still want to!

Out of ideas

Fortunately at Mizpah, the people had run out of ideas.
They knew things were bad, but they didn’t know what
to do. They needed God to act, and they needed a
prophet to help them. Miraculously, God moved. As
the Spirit inspired the people to begin to mourn and
grieve over their fallen ways, God moved. We may be
puzzled about why he moved at this point. Perhaps
some people began to pray, perhaps it was the right
time in his plan, or perhaps he was just merciful and
compassionate, feeling that his people had drifted long
enough in the vast ocean of loss. Perhaps it was
their admission that they were stranded, without any
idea about how to proceed. Perhaps it was because
they had come to an end of their own ideas, their laws,
and their religion. Perhaps it was because they had
come to the end of themselves. Anyway, God moved,
and the sign of that moving was the activity of the
prophet Samuel. God moves through people. He
doesn’t have to, but this is how he has made his rela-
tionship with us. We have to act and work together to
achieve his purposes. On this occasion the work was
stimulated through the life and ministry of a prophet.

Let’s not get hung up on prophets and prophecy. God
has clearly reactivated this office and gift in this cen-
tury. All across the developing world, the churches
are full of prophecy, and there are many men and
women exercising this gift. In the West, we are com-
ing late to this gift, but we are coming to it never the
less. This isn't a book about prophets. There is a great
deal of material available, and | have written quite a
lot of material, which is available on my website to
download freely. But in essence, a prophet is some-
one who helps us identify clearly the way in which
God is calling us to walk. He or she does this in con-
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junction with all the other Offices of the Church, and
with the teaching and praying of the church. His is not
the only voice, but his is a very useful one, helping us
to get a clearer idea of what God wants.

The people mourned. | don’t see a lot of that in En-
gland. | see a lot of false optimism, a lot of talk about
revival, about this being God'’s time. | hear a lot of
promises made by God’s leaders to their people. But
I do not see in the heart of the people of God grief
and mourning for the state of the nation. Some is cer-
tainly going on, and perhaps there is lots of it hap-
pening, and I'm not seeing it. | accept that this might
be true. But | fear the truth is that mourning and grief
are out of fashion.

From mourning, they moved to repentance. It's vital
that we know how to repent, so that, if and when God
gives us the opportunity, we know what to do. What
are the principles?

First principle: The state of the
Nation is our responsibility

This is the first principle of repentance as we travel
the pathway to our revival — the state of the nation
of England is our responsibility. It is not the respon-
sibility of the unbelievers, it is not the responsibility of
other Faiths, it is not the responsibility of the govern-
ment, it is our responsibility. If the nation is drifting
away into secularism or Islam, or new age, it is our
responsibility.

We are very good in the U.K. for blaming other people
for our troubles. If the economy is in a mess, it is the
fault of the E.U. If the company | work for is in a mess,
it is the management’s fault. If | am the management
of a company which is in a mess, it is the worker’s
fault. If my marriage is in a mess, it is my wife’s fault,
or my husband’s fault. We are forever pointing the
finger away from ourselves. So it is particularly hard
for us to understand and accept that the responsibil-
ity for the state of this nation is our responsibility. We
want to hold others accountable, or at least equally
judged, but spiritual principles do not work in this way.
We, God'’s people have failed this nation. We are the
ones God will call to account for the fact that Islam is
planning to have a mosque in every town as soon as
possible. We are ones God will call to account for the
corruption, the moral confusion, and the disregard for
life which is so apparent in our land. We are the ones
God will call to account for the tide of darkness which
is sweeping our nation to its destruction - we are to
blame. God is not going to point the finger at the pa-
gan. He is going to point it at us. We are his people.
We should have known better. But at this point, our
“Englishness” gets in the way. We are so quick to
intellectualise things - we think about this whole situ-
ation with our head. But it is our hearts which have to
be moved.

Trying to understand this, | was greatly helped by the
ministry of Ezra. Shocked as he was by the inter mar-
riage of God’s people with pagans, he demanded a
repentance and he demanded that those who had inter

22

married put away their pagan spouses. He putit rather
bluntly:-

“O Lord, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left
this day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our
guilt, though because of it not one of us can stand in
your presence.” While Ezra was praying and confess-
ing, weeping and throwing himself down before the
house of God, a large crowd of Israelites—men,
women and children—gathered round him. They too
wept bitterly. Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, one of
the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, “We have been
unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from
the peoples around us. But in spite of this, there is
still hope for Israel. Now let us make a covenant be-
fore our God to send away all these women and their
children, in accordance with the counsel of my lord
and of those who fear the commands of our God. Let
it be done according to the Law. Rise up; this matter
is in your hands. We will support you, so take cour-
age and do it.” So Ezra rose up and put the leading
priests and Levites and all Israel under oath to do
what had been suggested.”(Ezra 10: 1-5)

What impressed me, and helped me, was the fact that
Ezra was deeply and emotionally moved by the situa-
tion, and so were the people. Everyone was aware of
the enormity of sin, and the necessity of repentance.
They all cried because of the pain of the situation.
This is the heart response we have to be looking for
in England.

Receiving this truth is made much harder not only by
our intellectualism and emotional dysfunction, but also
by the emerging blame culture which is touching ev-
ery part of our life. We see this so clearly in political
life. Once, a Minister of State would resign when some
failure in his or her department became clear. When
the Argentine army invaded the Falklands, Lord
Carrington, the Foreign secretary resigned. He felt that
his department should have done better to identify
this danger, warn of it, and much more to the point,
negotiated a way round it. But today, a Minister of
State only resigns when the Media find out about what
has happened. Even then, the first step is always
backwards - to deny, to confuse, and to hide. Does
politics reflect the life of a nation, or direct it? Either
way, this is just the most public face of the blame cul-
ture, where everyone else is to blame for what hap-
pens to us. Doctors, lawyers, teachers, religious lead-
ers, social workers - all are now facing the acute dan-
ger of a client suing for “negligence.” We are even
beginning to see heavy smokers suing tobacco com-
panies for their cancers. We can almost wonder where
this will ever end.

For better or worse, this is the background against
which we have to take hold of the spiritual principles
of the Bible, and especially the issue of responsibility.
I have shared this principle in many places in England,
and it is far from popular. At one meeting a lady came
to me and said, “I don’t like what you have said. |
don’t see why it is my fault.” At another meeting a
man said, “you have hurt me tonight!” At another, |
was accused of robbing the Christian faith of its joy.
It's hard to have to listen to such things. And it's even
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harder to say them. | would like to say nice things, but
I truly believe that to do that would be to behave like
the prophets described by Ezekiel:-

“Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘Be-
cause of your false words and lying visions, | am
against you, declares the Sovereign Lord. My hand
will be against the prophets who see false visions and
utter lying divinations. They will not belong to the coun-
cil of my people or be listed in the records of the house
of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel. Then
you will know that | am the Sovereign Lord. Because
they lead my people astray, saying, ‘Peace™ (Ezekiel
13:8-10).

There is not peace, so why should we continue to
deceive ourselves. There is trouble, and the respon-
sibility for it is ours. Until we take hold of this prin-
ciple, there will be no way forward, only moves side-
ways and occasionally backwards. The gate of respon-
sibility has to be passed through, if God is going to
act for us.

Second principle : Seek the Lord
now

The people of Israel began to mourn for the state of
their nation, and they quickly came on the second
principle of repentance — they sought the Lord with
a broken heart. How | wish | could say the same for
God’s people in our land. But, and | know this is a
generalisation, we do not seek him in this way. When
we lose our broken heart, a series of events begin to
unfold:-

1. We forget that faith is a relationship with God,
not a series of rules and regulations. We forget
that we have hurt God, and that this pain, which is
his, is ours also. There is a lot of talk about revival
prayer, but it is the wrong starting point. The first step
is to feel the pain we have inflicted on God. | preached
in one church, and as | gave the message, the people
began to cry. | was shocked, and turned to the Lord to
protest, but | saw that he too was crying. | had to share
the message with both sides in tears! It hurt me deeply,
but also taught me a powerful lesson about feeling
the message, not just delivering it.

2. We assume that a quick prayer will solve the
problem. It's quite clear that God doesn’t measure
prayer by quantity, but he also teaches us that some
things can only be overcome by much prayer. (Mark
9:29). We can learn this lesson from the founder of
the Moravian Church, Count Zindendoff. Out of
Zinzendoff's passionate love for Christ came a life dis-
ciplined in prayer. Preceding the great Moravian re-
vival of 1727, it was Count Zinzendoff who was used
to encourage prayer for a fresh outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. John Greenfield describes the constant prayer
that followed the revival of 1727. “Was there ever in
the whole of church history such an astonishing prayer
meeting as that which beginning in 1727, went on one
hundred years? It was known as the ‘Hourly Interces-
sion.” And it meant that by relays of brothers and sis-
ters, prayer without ceasing was made to God for all
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the work and wants of His church.” The best antidote
for a powerless Church is the influence of a praying
man. The influence of Count Zinzendoff's prayer life
did not stop with one small community. It ultimately
went on to influence the whole world.

The Moravians prayed for a hundred years. In our in-
stant age, we have fallen into the belief that the in-
stant prayer will bring an instant result. We should
spend some time reflecting on the length of the cap-
tivity in Egypt, before God finally moved. (Exodus 3:7)
Some things take a heart rending amount of prayer
and intercession before they change.

3. When things don’t change, we give up far too
easily. | am constantly surprised at how easily many
of God'’s people do give up when the going gets tough.
I wonder how much of English Christianity has already
given up the struggle? This is not just an English prob-
lem. Some years ago, | was in Russia, following
glasnost, and the Church had moved on from its ex-
istence under the pressure of communism. But it had
also lost much of its power. As part of the ministry, |
shared this rather disheartening word:-

To you my people | entrusted great things — love,
endurance, power and vision.

You were to be hope to the hopeless,

Love to the loveless.

In the midst of great darkness, you carried the light
of the nation.

You were a people | could trust.

Now you have allowed these things to slip away.
In your rush to gain, you have lost.

My heart grieves, and is filled with pain.
What have you become my people?”

(A fuller version of what | have been saying to Russia
is on my website.)

God is looking for men and women who will cry out to
him without ceasing, and do it with broken hearts. He
is not finding it easy to find such people. But he keeps
looking, and he keeps calling. Calling people who will
have their hearts broken by what is happening, and
for the shame which is coming on the name of Jesus
Christ. He is calling people who will be broken by the
obvious spiritual poverty of much of what passes for
faith, and for the powerlessness of the Church. God
is calling people who will be broken and stay broken
for days, weeks, months, years - sharing the pain of
the nation and the pain of God. It's an awesome call-
ing, but if we do not see a response, we are lost.

Third principle : It isn’t going to
be easy

The people of Israel mourned and sought after the
Lord, and the prophet Samuel spoke to them and di-
rected them. He began his response to them by say-
ing:- “If you are returning to the Lord with all your
hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods, the
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Baals and the Ashtoreths, commit yourselves to the
Lord and serve only Him.”

In this response, Samuel highlights the third principle
of repentance — it isn’t going to be easy. There are
a number of reasons for this:-

1. “if”

Samuel begins his challenge with the word “if”. Hu-
man nature is an “if” experience. We may desire to
follow a godly course of action, but then the enemy
comes along with his “if's” and we quickly limit our
response, restrict faith, and eventually back off from
our commitment. This is why the way of repentance is
so hard. The enemy fears repentance, knowing that it
opens the way for new moves of God, so he sprinkles
our way with “if". (“If you are the Son of God.” Mat-
thew 4:3)

The “if” attitude flourishes particularly well in a com-
munity or a heart where commitment is weak, low or
cold. When faith burns low, there isn’t the desire or
the passion to obey, whatever the consequences.
Everything becomes cautious and careful. All the op-
tions are weighed before any action is taken. Deci-
sions are proposed for further thought and reflection.
“Yes Lord” is replaced by “if”. “If” seems to me to de-
scribe England today, but perhaps | am being too
negative.

2. We like our false gods

An expression like “false gods” is difficult for us. We
tend to think of plastic idols, surrounded by candles
and incense, or of strange rituals in front of trees or
on mountain tops. We say, “but we don’t have any-
thing to do with them. So this challenge doesn’t apply
to us.” But we do have our idols. It’s just that we dress
them up in other clothes. We often ‘worship’ material-
ism, comfort, power, control, success, security, and
intellect. More and more we are worshipping our so
called ‘celebrities.” It will be hard for us to give these
idols up, just as it was hard for Israel to give their
idols up. We like them and we feel secure in them.
But there is one powerful and overriding reason for
giving them up - we are separated from God by them.
That’'s why they have to go.

3. Our humanity

Basically, we are self centred creatures. The rich
farmer said it for all of us:-

“The ground of a certain rich man produced a good
crop. He thought to himself, ‘What shall | do? | have
no place to store my crops.” Then he said, ‘This is
what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger
ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things
laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and
be merry.” (Luke 12: 16-19)

This self- enteredness makes it very difficult for us to
embrace the need for repentance, with all its struggle
and cost. We see only what we have to lose, and we

24

do not always see what we have to gain. Clinging to
what we think we need, we fail to recognise that we
are clinging to a sinking ship. We think we are safe,
yet we are drowning.

If there is going to be any hope for England, then it is
not going to be easy. This should not come as a sur-
prise to us. We know that the cost of following Christ
is high. ( “If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself, take up his cross and follow me.” Mark
8:34) The problem is that many of us only know this
in theory. Samuel spelt out very clearly what happens
when the theory becomes practice. This is when things
get serious. It’s time for God’s people in England to
get serious — or is it already too late?

Fourth principle : Confess and
repent

When Samuel saw that the people were beginning to
confess, (1 Sam 7: 4) he didn't let them stop there.
He called for a much bigger step, and as he did, he
showed us the fourth principle of repentance — con-
fession leads to repentance. At Mizpah, the people
had to learn the difference between confession and
repentance. Perhaps it would be better to say that
they had to learn that although confession is vital, it is
not, in itself, repentance. We can say that confession
is the pathway to repentance, the preparation for it,
even the beginning of it. But confession on its own is
not repentance. Confession is our daily experience,
and John outlines for us clearly:-

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins, and purify
us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1: 8-9)

Repentance goes further:-
1. The realisation of the enormity of our sin.

David expressed this powerfully in Psalm 51, as he
moved into his own confession and repentance:-

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfail-
ing love; according to your great compassion blot out
my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin. For | know my transgres-
sions, and my sin is always before me. Against you,
you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight, so that you are proved right when you speak
and justified when you judge. Surely | was sinful at
birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
(Ps 51: 1-4)

2. The recognition that only the mercy of God and
the action of God can save us.

Many passages in the bible encourage us in this prin-
ciple:-

David :-“Cleanse me with Hyssop and | shall be clean.
Wash me and | shall be whiter than snow.” (Ps 51:7)
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John the Baptist, speaking about Jesus:-“behold the
lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”
(John 1:29)

Nehemiah:- “Then | said: ‘O Lord, God of heaven,
the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant
of love with those who love him and obey his com-
mands, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open
to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you
day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. |
confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and
my father’s house, have committed against you. We
have acted very wickedly towards you. We have not
obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave
your servant Moses. Remember the instruction you
gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaith-
ful, | will scatter you among the nations, but if you
return to me and obey my commands, then even if
your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, | will
gather them from there and bring them to the place |
have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ They are
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed
by your great strength and your mighty hand. O Lord,
let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your ser-
vant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in
revering your name.” (Nehemiah 1:5-11)

Apostle Paul: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion: that God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
(2 Cor 5:17-19)

3. The willingness to lead a new life, in the light of
the repentance which God has made possible.

Repentance is a work of the Spirit, a work of grace,
but it must result in visible changes in our behaviour
and lifestyle. John the Baptist said “produce fruit in
keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:8), and then
went on to give some suggestions about how this
might work out in practice:-

“The man with two tunics should share with him who
has none, and the one who has food should do the
same.” Tax collectors also came to be baptised.
“Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” “Don’t
collect any more than you are required to,” he told
them. Then some soldiers asked him, “And what
should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and
don’t accuse people falsely— be content with your
pay.” (Luke 3:11-14)

John’s point was clear, and remains a key principle
today — repentance must bring us to a new way of life,
or as David put it “Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” (Ps 51:10)
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Fifth principle: “We have sinned
against the Lord.”

When the people of Israel had fasted and prayed, they
began their act of repentance at this point:- “we have
sinned against the Lord.” This is the vital step which
we need to begin to take as God’s people in England.
The principles which we have looked at so far must
bring us to this major declaration - we have sinned
against the Lord. At this point, we come up against a
number of issues, which are often expressed in these
ways:-

1. Why should we confess? After all, it isn’t our
fault or our responsibility.

2. This is just an Old Testament principle. The New
Testament God is a God of love and forgiveness. |
don’t believe in all this talk about judgment. My
God would never do that!

3. This kind of teaching will never change the situ-
ation. Only the second coming is going to put this
right.

It seems to me that a major theological imbalance
has crept into our English spirituality. We have been
so swamped with the love of God, that we have lost
sight of his purity, his holiness and his righteousness.
Our worship, our music and our teaching stress over
and over again that God loves us, and I'm glad! | like
to know | am loved. Some years ago, | toured En-
gland with my one man show “God does love me then”
so my position is clear. We live in the age of joy, cel-
ebrating a God who loves us.

But there is another side to God, which we forget at
our peril. He is holy, and cannot tolerate unholiness,
unrighteousness and overt evil. If a nation goes on
and on and on ignoring him, despising him, humiliat-
ing him and ridiculing him, then there will come a point
where he will have to say “no more.” My own under-
standing is that this moment, dreadful thought may
be, is just another expression of his love. Our God
judges only to bring us back to a right relationship
with himself. He says in effect, “l love you too much to
let things continue the way they are. | have acted to
show this passionate love.”

We don’t have to come to the point of judgment to
know God'’s love. Its not necessary, but it might be-
come inevitable. In England, if the reviving spirit of
God does not come on us, Islam will take our land.
This is a powerful force, and it is on the move. But it
isn’'t the only force against us - humanism, secular-
ism and paganism are all stronger than they were,
and will probably get stronger. All the forces against
us are strongly on the move, and in the face of this,
so0 many churches are sleeping the sleep of death.
We must awake, and the first awakening must be to
the acceptance that the nation is in this situation be-
cause we have sinned against the Lord. We have
sinned, we have slept, we have failed to warn, to
guard, to challenge wrong and put ourselves un-
equivocally behind the right. We would like to blame
Islam, humanism, secularism and paganism, but they
are not the blame bearers. They have only grown
because we have failed to watch and to warn.

Is there any hope for England

Part 2



We have sinned against the Lord. This means ac-
cepting that we have offended him, disgraced his
name and brought dishonour to his holiness. We have
to become aware of who we have offended, and what
is the nature of our offence. Isaiah quickly grasped
this truth:-

“In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord
seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of
his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs,
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their
faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two
they were flying. And they were calling to one an-
other: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole
earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices
the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple
was filled with smoke. “Woe to me!” | cried. “I am
ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” (Isaiah 6:1-5)

David found it much harder to get the message, until
Nathan, using his parable of the sheep makes the
point:- “You are the man!” (2 Samuel 12:7). This elic-
its the following response from David:- “l have sinned
against the Lord.” (v 13)

We have to be brought to our knees, crying “Woe to
me, | am ruined!”, ( Isa.6:5) or if we prefer the New
testament, “God have mercy on me a sinner.” (Luke
18:13) We must not see this experience as one of
terror. We are not kneeling before a dictator who longs
to punish us. On the contrary we are falling before a
God who loves us, and wants nothing but the very
best for us. We are falling before one who wants noth-
ing more than to restore us.

England - an unholy land

| believe that God’s people in England have brought
his name down, and because he is holy, he cannot
allow this situation to remain. God is holy, and just as
the people of Israel had to realise that they had of-
fended his holiness, so we have got to come to the
same realisation. We have offended his holiness, his
justice and his purity. He is offended about England.
When someone mentions the name “England” in the
heavenly places, God winces, because of the offence
we have become to him.

If it wasn’t for Jesus, God would just turn his back on
us. As Isaiah taught, “But your iniquities have sepa-
rated you from your God; your sins have hidden his
face from you, so that he will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2)
Because of God’s commitment to us, shown in Jesus,
he does not turn away from us, but he does stand
back, and the consequences of this are seen more
and more clearly in our nation. This realisation, to
those who are open to it, should fall like a lead cloak
on our spiritual shoulders. It must bring us to our
knees, crying out “we have sinned against the Lord.”
This action, repeated in countless hearts, and going
on day and night for as long as it takes is the begin-
ning of repentance - the first step along the road to
hope, healing and revival, for us and for our children.
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This could herald the dawn of a true English revival -
we have waited long enough for it, and we desper-
ately need it.

| do not see in England many Christians being weighed
down with the realisation that they have offended God,
and as a consequence, | do not see many people
longing to see the offence put right. | see people wor-
shipping God, being healed by God, doing good things
for God and hearing good things about God from the
preachers and teachers. | am glad of all these things,
but they do not put things right. Much of the problem
is to be found in our church viewpoint. Some people
are in very small fellowships, and their vision is just to
keep their fellowship alive. They do lots of small things,
and they do them well, but all they hope for is to sus-
tain their existing position. These people, and there
are many of them, are faithful and true, but lack any
vision for the nation. In their efforts to stay alive they
limit their vision to the walls of their building, or to
their small church reach. Some people are in very big
fellowships, and from this point of view, everything
looks fine. Hundreds, even thousands of people at-
tend, the preaching is good, the ministry excellent,
For these people, the nation is turning round, or will
do in a very short time, so there is nothing to worry
about.

It's time we began to look seriously at what is hap-
pening around us. Ask your neighbours this question
“who is Jesus?”, or even “who is God’s Son?” and
see what response you get. Less and less people in
our nation even know the very simplest of truths about
Christianity, and over a million of them know more
about Islam. Do our decision makers really listen to
us, or are our views just a minority, or one of a num-
ber of positions they must consider? And here’s an-
other suggestion - don’t go to church next Sunday.
Go to the supermarket, the car boot sale, the football
pitches, the gyms - and see how many thousands of
people have already abandoned any idea of worship
- organised or informal. | have to travel regularly on
Sundays in my work, and | am often staggered at how
many people are out, but how few are in church.

The crisis may not be in your church or in mine, but it
is on us already. Remember, God sees the nation as
an entity. He looks at the whole picture, not just the
good bits. He sees the whole body, and | believe he
sees it as very very sick. Sadly, this view appears to
be the minority one among his people, so naturally
they don’t want to take the course of healing he has
prescribed.

Until we grasp hold of the truth that we have offended
God, we will never see revival. We will go down and
down, until perhaps there will be very few Christians
left. These figures | recently quoted in my course on
Islam. All figures are suspect of course, but they do
paint what | believe is the general picture.

“The Christian faith appears to be fairly stable, in the
light of the whole world population. In 1970, 33.7% of
the world were Christians, and in 1996, 33.9% The
annual growth rate appears to be about 2.3%. Islam
is growing faster — 2.9% If this carries on, then Islam
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will overtake Christianity in the not too distant future.”
(U.S. Centre for Worlds Mission. Other surveys paint
a similar picture.)

This is the reality of the situation. Despite all our ac-
tivity, our nation is still sliding away from God, and
other faiths are increasing around us. Islam is on the
move, with all the money in the world behind it, and
what do we have to respond with ? If we are an unre-
pentant people, then we have nothing. God can act,
and will act, when he sees the repentance in our
hearts. Until that moment, it is going to be all down-
hill.

Part of the difficulty of saying these things is that many
leaders of God’s people are going down a different
route. Inter-faith relations are a big thing, and | want
to live at peace in this land with people who are free
to believe anything they want to believe. But inter-
faith relations are often a smoke screen for compro-
mise. For how can | go to the Mosque to worship? |
don’t believe in Allah. In my experience, Muslims re-
spect me more for holding to my clear position. At
least they and | know where we stand. How can | go
to the Hindu shrine to worship? How can | pray with
Buddhists? Yet we are all too familiar with images of
Christian leaders praying in Mosques and Temples.
Please don’t misunderstand me. | do believe that we
should love and serve all people of all faiths. | love
and respect all Muslims, and | seek by my life and
service to show them the fullness of a Jesus that they
already know in part. But | cannot worship with them.

Sixth principle : Acts in repen-
tance

The people of Israel were deeply hurt by the realisation
of what they had done, and they began to pour their
hearts out before the Lord. As they cried out, and as
Samuel was ministering to them, the Holy Spirit be-
gan to move on them. In the tears, the worship and
the mourning, a spirit of repentance was released
among the people. Sometimes the Spirit moves on
individuals, (Nehemiah 1) and sometimes he moves
on groups. (The Church in Acts 19:18) The Spirit blows
where he wills (John 3:8) and how he wills, but he
always responds to mourning and worship. What we
learn at this point in the Mizpah story is that “we have
sinned against the Lord” is not the end of repentance,
but a gateway into a fuller and deeper work and ex-
perience of repentance.

As soon as the people said “we have sinned”, their
first discovery was that repentance is a sovereign work
of God. In the issues of the Kingdom, we live by grace,
not by works. We have to do the works, but grace
comes first. Everything is God’s work, revealed to us
by his mercy and grace. We are enabled by the power
of his Spirit to do his works. Without that power, we
can do nothing. This principle has to apply to repen-
tance, which is exactly what the people were discov-
ering at Mizpah. They may have come together, they
may have had a collective awakening, but the release
of a spirit of repentance - true repentance as we see
in Psalm 51 can only come because God desires it,
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and God makes it happen. This doesn'’t fit comfort-
ably with the achiever generation in which, as Church,
we must live. But as God’s people we are discover-
ing, there is no other way. There never has been. There
never will be. If grace is God’s riches at Christ’s ex-
pense, then so is repentance.

Of course, our immediate response might be “then
why bother at all? Ifitis all God’s work, let him get on
with it.” But the Bible does not encourage us in this
thinking. On the contrary, we have to allow our hearts
to be prepared. We have to allow the spirit to move.
We have to desire change. We have to recognise the
problems. We have to be willing to be changed. Re-
pentance is his work, but we are in a partnership with
him. We have to allow him to work. Otherwise, be-
cause he loves us, he will not release the spirit of
repentance on us and in us.

What God has done before he can do again, just as
long as we stay in tune with what the Bible reveals,
and stay in tune with what the Spirit is saying. It is my
conviction that the Spirit is giving us one more chance
in England. He is trying to stir us once again to an-
other response. God can revive England, but whether
he will rests very much with us.

Is this confusing? On the one hand, we cannot achieve
repentance, it is a work of grace, and on the other
hand we have to be ready to act, to change and to
move on in our lives. Does it read like “Yes we can
and no we can’t?” This is an issue and a theology we
have to wrestle with at a profound level. It concerns
the future and destiny of millions, maybe billions of
people. We cannot expect to dig out this gold without
a great deal of effort and theological struggle.

Seventh principle 7: The place
of Satan in repentance

So the people began to experience the power of re-
pentance. They cried out in their grief, they confessed
their sin, and they worshipped. At this moment, they
learnt the next principle of repentance - Satan fears
it, and he acted:-“While Samuel was sacrificing the
burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage
Israel in battle.”

Satan is a guerrilla fighter. He likes to work in the dark,
where he can’t be seen. But certain things force him
out into the open, and repentance is one of these
things. He fears it. He knows that when the spirit of
repentance had done its work, the people of God will
have a new power and a new anointing. He has leant
from bitter experience what this means — his expo-
sure, humiliation and renewed defeat. He learnt it
through the life of Joseph, and he learnt it as Joshua
crossed the Jordan and destroyed Jericho. He learnt
it through Deborah, Samson, and Gideon - the list is
extensive. He learnt it finally and for all time at Cal-
vary. So he attacks, and it is interesting to note that
what provokes his attack is repentance, sacrifice and
worship.
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Sacrifice

In England today, we are not hearing so much preach-
ing about sacrifice, yet it remains a key element in
our theology. Jesus is described by John as “the lamb
of God which takes away the sin of the world.” (John
1:29) His blood is referred to often:-

By Jesus:- “Then he took the cup, gave thanks and
offered it to them, and they all drank from it. “This is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many,” he said to them.” “I tell you the truth, | will not
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when
| drink it anew in the kingdom of God.” (Mark 14:23-
25)

This is repeated by Apostle Paul:- “The Lord Jesus,
on the night he was betrayed, took bread,and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of
me.”In the same way, after supper he took the cup,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
1 Cor 11:23-25)

By the writer of Hebrews:- “The blood of goats and
bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they
are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the
living God!” (Hebrews 9:13-14)

By Peter: “ For you know that it was not with perish-
able things such as silver or gold that you were re-
deemed from the empty way of life handed down to
you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”

(1 Peter 1:18-19)

By John:- “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1
John 1:7)

By Revelation: “And they sang a new song: “You are
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, be-
cause you were slain, and with your blood you pur-
chased men for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation.” (Rev 5:9)

Sacrifice is a key element in our understanding, and
vital in the spiritual battle to bring England to repen-
tance. The sacrificial lamb of God broke every strong-
hold, and every power. His blood is the symbol of our
total victory over all the forces of darkness. The sac-
rifice is total and adequate for all time. We must again
learn to draw on its power as we battle for our nation.
Our problem is that we have forgotten the power of
sacrifice. If we lived in the developing world, we would
not make such a mistake. In Africa for example, sac-
rifices are still offered by the Fetish priests, and many
occult practices are linked to sacrifice. In the Far East,
it is not uncommon to find sacrifices burning on street
altars. In South America, once people venture out
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beyond the cities, it is easy to find sacrificial acts be-
ing performed in forests and on hillsides. In this kind
of environment, the Christians need a sacrifice which
can speak into this culture. The sacrifice of Jesus
speaks loudly to such people.

The sacrifice speaks as loudly to us as well. It is able
to break every curse and every stronghold of the en-
emy. We seem to have forgotten how to use it. The
Christians that went before us knew how to plead the
blood of the sacrifice, and as they did the enemy grew
weak. We need to get back to using the power of the
lamb of God, and his shed blood, to release ourselves
from the prison of secularism, and bring about the
release of he Spirit for which we long.

Worship

“Holy, holy, holy” filled the Temple in Isaiah’s vision
(Isaiah chapter 6) and it fills the Temple in the great
vision of John. (Revelation 3& 4) It is the great victory
shout of heaven and earth, signalling the defeat of
Satan and all his works. At Mizpah, as the people sac-
rificed and worshipped, the enemy must have known
his defeat was imminent. That is why he attacked.
We have to learn again the skill of worship, if we are
to release this weapon against the enemy.

* We have to learn to distinguish praise from wor-
ship.

* We have to learn how to enter into worship.

* We have to learn how to move in worship.

* We have to learn how to attack and pull down
strongholds with worship.

* We have to learn how to reclaim and rebuild in
worship.

This is not difficult, as we were made to worship. But
it is a skill which we are having to relearn.

The enemy'’s techniques

When Satan attacks, he uses a variety of strategies.
It isn’t always an all out attack, as it was at Mizpah,
although we have seen some of those in recent years.
| suspect that we will be seeing an increasing number
of openly aggressive moves by the enemy, as his ar-
rogance increases, and the Church, especially in the
West, grows weaker. But he still prefers one or some
of the following:-

He undermines faith. (Acts 27:20)

He manipulates emotions and people.

(Jeremiah 28:1-17)

He misrepresents circumstances. (Exodus 14:11)
He pollutes and deludes people. (Acts 5:1-11)
He tries to destroy leaders. (Numbers 12:1)

He tries to destroy morality and purity.

(Acts 19:18-19)

Fundamentally, he wants control. If all else fails, he
will launch a physical assault, and that is exactly what
he did at Mizpah. But fortunately for us, he never
learns, Once he is in the open, he is exposed, and
has no protection, as he found out:- “But that day the
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Lord thundered with a loud thunder against the Phi-
listines and threw them into such a panic, that they
were routed before Israel.”

We should not be disheartened when our moves into
repentance are opposed. On the contrary, Satan only
opposes what he fears. In his opposition we can see
a signpost to encourage us that we are on the right
way.

Moving on

Finally, God’s people get to play their part in this long
repentance process. They moved out from where they
were, and:-

“The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued
the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way, to a
point below Beth Car.”

Repentance has to bring a new spirit of action and
movement to the people of God. We have to live a
new life, turning away from the old and embracing
the new things which have come to us. We cannot
repent and continue to stay where we are. This change
of life and behaviour can be a very challenging expe-
rience. For Israel, this presented an immediate chal-
lenge, and in their repentant and reviving hearts, the
power of God moved to take away the threat to their
existence for a period. (It was many centuries before
the Philistine menace was finally eradicated.)

What changes might the Lord call for, and what new
ways of living might he expect if he does release the
spirit of repentance on England? | think that this is
question which he has the right to ask, and which we
must begin to discuss at a deep level. One thing is for
sure - the path is not going to be an easy one.

Eighth principle : It is a joy!

One final principle of repentance to consider - it is a
joy, not a burden. We are probably familiar with the
people who go around our cities, carrying sign boards
which read “Repent before it is too late!” Their faces
and demeanour indicate that repentance is going to
be a miserable experience, at least by the look of them
it must be! Nothing could be further from the truth.
Repentance is hard, but it is a joy. Itis a coming home,
a coming back to a right relationship with the Lord,
and it opens the way to fantastic new blessings. Let
the experience of the Lost Son say this to our hearts:-

“Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two
sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give
me my share of the estate.” So he divided his prop-
erty between them. “Not long after that, the younger
son got together all he had, set off for a distant coun-
try and there squandered his wealth in wild living. Af-
ter he had spent everything, there was a severe fam-
ine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.
So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He
longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no-one gave him anything. “When
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he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired men have food to spare, and here | am
starving to death! | will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’
So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his
arms around him and kissed him. “The son said to
him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against
you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and
kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.” So they began to celebrate.” (Luke 15: 12-24)

If only we could say the same for England - that our
repentance has opened the way to the fatted calf, and
the celebration. Let’s take heart - all things are pos-
sible with God.

Additional note: Old and New
Testament

One correspondent in a magazine which featured
some of this teaching wrote “Jim Smith is trying to
resurrect the Old testament God. We live in the new
dispensation.”

I's a question we need to face, although | personally
have never seen a radical division between the Old
and New covenants. One of my early Old testament
lecturers was very keen on saying, “The best thing
you can all do to your Bible is to tear out the page
which says “The New Testament” on it! See the Bible
as a continuity!”

Jesus seemed to share the view of my Old Testament
professor. Jesus had complete faith in the integrity of
God as revealed in its pages, and taught that he had
come to fulfil, but not to change what was written there.
| did write back to my correspondent, suggesting that
the real question is this —do we find in the life of Jesus
any parallel to what has been taught at Mizpah? Do
we see in the life of Jesus the need to identify with sin
in some way, and deal with it in such a way that all
might be free. To help find an answer, | pointed my
correspondent in the following direction:-

In Gethsemane we find Jesus taking on to himself
the burden of guilt and sin:-

“In Gethsemane he began to be sorrowful and
troubled. Then he said to his disciples “My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.” (
Matthew 26:38)

Here we see Jesus taking on himself the pain, the
shame and the guilt of creation, bearing in his own
body all that spoils. This is an example which we too
must follow — taking onto our own shoulders and into
our own spirit the guilt and shame of the nation, and
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accepting our share in it. Of course there is a power-
ful difference between us and him. He was taking onto
himself that which he did not need to bear. He was
without sin, (2 Corinthians 5:21) so he had no need to
stand in the place of sinners. We are sinners, freed
by his blood to live as free people before God. (1 Peter
1:18-19) But he stood there, because he loved, and
because there was no one else who could do it.

I think that we should adopt the same view. Someone
needs to bring the sin and shame of the nation to the
cross. Who else can do that but those who know the
love of God and the salvation of the Cross? The un-
believers cannot do it, and nor can any other Faiths.
Only those who know Jesus can do it, and because
of what we learn at Mizpah, we can and should do it.
We should be prepared to translate the lessons of
Mizpah to our time, and begin to cry out in repen-
tance, so that God can save us, as he saved Israel. |
don’t see any other option.

Will God act independently of us
anyway?

Sometimes people tell me “OK, so you might be right
in what you say. But God will help us - he always has
and he always will.” Those who say this are taking a
huge risk, because this is not the God of the Bible,
either Old or New testament. His commitment to us
is total, but he has covenanted not to act outside of
our faith. If we become wayward, he does all he can
to call us home - and he is relentless in his efforts to
get us back on the right track. But if we continue to
ignore him, he certainly won’t rescue us against our
will. He didn’t in Egypt, he didn’t in the wilderness
wanderings, he didn’t against the Midianites and he
didn’t in 586 B.C. This last date should raise alarm
bells with us. The people of Judah had fallen far away
from God, but they clung to one principle. Despite their
sinfulness, they believed that Jerusalem, the city of
David would never fall. God would not allow it.

But he did. The quality of their lives was so far from
his standards, and their ignoring of his constant warn-
ings through the prophets brought disaster on them,
as it did again in A.D.70.

God loves us too much to allow us to remain way-
ward. He will do everything to get our attention. But if
we consistently refuse to listen, and refuse to change,
then as sure as night follows day, trouble is coming.
England would take careful note of this ominous warn-

ing.

(Part 3 of this material can be
downloaded from www.serving-
africa.org)
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